
CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

AUGUST 2020                                                     80p

IN THIS ISSUE

Curdridge and the Monterey Pine
August in the Garden

Village Voice

Plus news, events and information from around the village





1

CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

2020

Advertising: Justine Greenfield

August 14th

August 2020
LIST OF ARTICLES

August Cover Photograph: ‘The Abundance of  

Nature’ Cover photograph supplied by Kathleen Watson

Cover Photograph Competition for September

Title - ‘Enjoying our village as restrictions ease.’

St. Peter’s Church ………………..………….….…2

Reflections  ……………………….……….….……3

Village Voice ………………………………….……4

Durley Church Fundraising …..…………….…….5

Book of the Month ………………….…..…..….….7

Curdridge Parish Council ………..….…….………8

Curdridge and The Monterey Pine …….….….…10

The Cricketers Inn  ………….……………………11

August in the Garden ….…………………………12

Adverts …….………………….…………………..16

Curdridge Parish magazine serves 
the Church and village communities 

by circulating news which all 
residents will find helpful.

T: 07748 827763



2

CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE



3

CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINECURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

last few days, since receiving a gentle reminder that I 

needed to goad myself into action.  On the day of writing, 

fortunately long enough from the deadline, I woke up far 

too early, with a tune from the 1970s Musical Godspell 

going through my head - especially the last line.  In my 

hazy dawn musings, I recalled that the words were 

something to do with singing in a strange land, or to be 

more precise, the question ‘how shall we sing the Lord’s 

song in a strange land’, from the song ‘On the willows’.  

Needless to say, I didn’t go back to sleep, and eventually 

got up because I just had to find my copy of the said 

Musical and see if my memory had played tricks.  I was 

almost right – it’s ‘foreign land’ rather than ‘strange land’ – 

but actually that doesn’t matter, because it made me realise 

that there was a reason for this tune to be (still!) going 

through my head.

During lockdown, there has been no question of any live 

music-making, be it singing hymns in church or 

performing in or attending concerts.  Live music is 

restricted to playing the piano (or whatever) at home, 

singing in the shower or whistling!  Various clever ways of 

recording individual tracks at home, thus enabling singers 

and  instrumentalists to be part of a bigger musical 

scenario have been tried and tested, to greater or lesser 

degrees of musical satisfaction.  

We are certainly in a ‘strange (I’m sticking with the word I 

awoke to!) land’, and will be for the foreseeable future, so 

how do we sing in a strange land?  Well, the birds certainly 

have been, in the early stages of lockdown in particular, 

when traffic noise was at a minimum, the birdsong was 

almost deafening.  On Easter Day, walking across a 

deserted golf course at the time I would normally have 

been seated at the organ console, I certainly experienced 

‘church’ as never before, with ‘psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs’ being sung by a veritable choir of birds, and as I 

marvelled at the new life around me, it was clear that the 

rhythm of the seasons and the church’s year had not been 

affected by the awfulness of everything else that was going 

on.  I was then happy to watch the pre-recorded ‘Easter 

from Kings’ in the evening, as my ‘evening worship’.

You only have to listen to any radio station that hosts a 

daily ‘phone-in’ to realise the number of people who say 

that music has got them through these troubled times.  I 

have written about the healing properties of music before 

in this column, but how much more pertinent they are now.  

The return to church has evoked a variety of responses, and 

I
had been grappling with the complete lack of even a 

starting point for this ‘guest’ magazine letter over the 
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Bible Readings for August

2nd August 2020

8th Sunday after Trinity

Genesis	32:	22	–	31

Ma/hew	14:	13	–	21

9th August 2020

9th Sunday after Trinity

Genesis	37:	1	–	4,	12	–	28

Ma/hew	14:	22	–	33

16th August 2020

10th Sunday after Trinity

Genesis	45:	1	–	15

Ma/hew	15:	(10	–	20)	21	–	28

23rd August 2020

11th Sunday after Trinity

Exodus	1.8	2	–	10

Ma/hew	16:	13	–	20

30th August 2020

12th Sunday after Trinity

Exodus	3:	1	–	15

Ma/hew	16:	21	–	end

many have commented on how strange it will be not to be 

able to engage in communal singing for some while to 

come.  We have to have faith to sustain us through the 

uncertain, as we patiently await the time when we once 

again will be able to sing, exchange the peace and enjoy 

after-service fellowship together.  I think the anthem may 

have to be Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus on that occasion!

So ‘how shall we sing the Lord’s song in strange land’?  

Not an easy question to answer, but faith plays a big part.  

The words from an oft-sung Taize chant spring to mind in 

conclusion:

Wait for the Lord:  be strong, take heart!

David Burgess
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Online Worship

Online live worship is being provided every 

Sunday using Zoom.  Each week we are emailing 

the Zoom meeting details and a link to the church 

website where you can view any supporting 

booklets.  If you have not been receiving the 

details (contained in the Weekly Pew Sheet 

email) please contact office@bcd-

churches.org.uk to have your email address 

added to the list.  

Please keep an eye on the BCD website and 

Facebook page for regular updates and 

information:

www.bcd-churches.org.uk

www.facebook.com/bcdchurches

There is a page called ‘ONLINE SERVICES’ 

where you will find a wealth of information 

about online church services, ideas for keeping 

busy during lockdown, and information for 

children and young people.

Children’s Society Collection Boxes

Those of you who hold a collecting box for the Society will 

be expecting me to be calling them in for emptying this 

month.  You will not be surprised to learn that during this 

time of Covid and Lockdown, it has been decided that no 

collections will be made, or boxes emptied until the crisis 

is over. Just keep saving and I will be in touch when 

normality returns!   

Ann Young

A Big Thank You!

I wanted to write a big thank you to everyone on Outlands 

Lane during the lockdown. We are all aware of the impact 

it has had upon millions of peoples lives around the world, 

our jobs, NHS and lifestyles. 

One huge positive that has stood out for me is getting to 

know our neighbours and how people have been able to 

break down the barriers that means a much greater sense of 

community has developed.

I am sure our lane is reflected multiple times elsewhere in 

Curdridge and Curbridge, where technology has been huge 

enabler. Within a week of the lockdown one amazing 

family had set up a WhatsApp group, posted leaflets to 

every house of had street inviting them to join and the 

result was great. 

Suddenly we started to get to know each other, and more 

than just your neighbours either side or you or those you 

that you meet dog walking each day but dozens of families. 

There were offers to help each other out, one person had 

access to commercial quantities of baking goods (very 

popular!), others offered free plants, bulbs, trees, tools and 

bikes to name a few. 

People were able to ask advice on local services for 

recommendations, what take aways were open.  

Discussions on the local bird and deer populations. Or 

conversely thoughts on who may have eaten the 

strawberries! Clips of children falling over, a few bad jokes 

and plenty of discussion on local broadband! 

The NHS  clapping not only felt right but resulted in road 

based (socially distanced) chats which morphed at times 

into social events lasting for several hours and involving a 

few glasses of wine or beers. Cakes and bunting appeared 

on VE day and large numbers of residents took up the offer 

of some home made curries open to everyone, yum yum. 

NB we are still hoping for cooking classes after COVID on 

that one .

So I just wanted to say a big thanks to everyone making 

this a great place to live and truly hope we are able to take 

up the offers of evening drinks, meals and even a festival 

once we all feel safe and comfortable to do so. 

A resident of Outlands Lane

The local food banks are doing a fantastic job of 

providing food to local families in need.  Please 

continue to support their work by donating items such 

as tinned fruit, pasta, biscuits, beans, tinned goods and 

other non-perishable items.

The Meon Valley Food Bank is being supported by a 

group of volunteers who will come and collect any 

donations from your doorstep every Tuesday.

All you need to do is register online at 

https://meonvalley.donatefromhome.org.uk and book 

your collection date!

Please Support

the Food Bank
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Durley Church fete
It is with great regret that we have had to make the decision 

to cancel Durley Church Fete. The regulations relating to 

large events are still far from clear and, above all else, we 

want to ensure the safety of our community. It is 

particularly unfortunate that we have had to cancel the fete 

this year, as Durley church roof needs to be completely 

renovated in the near future. The cost of the roof project 

will be in excess of £70,000. 

However the Grand Draw will still be taking place, 

together with the Silent Auction. If you would be willing to 

buy some draw tickets or make a bid in our Silent Auction, 

further details are on our website page www.bcd-

churches.org.uk/durleyfete . Draw tickets are available 

from Elizabeth Steel (01489 860253).

A Just Giving page is also being set up.  Keep an eye out 

for details of our Just Giving link which will shortly be 

appearing on the website page. 

Even though we can’t have the fete, other fund-raising 

events are being planned……

Carolyn’s Afternoon Teas

Delivery local to Durley (5 mile 

radius) or you can collect.

Saturday 15th August.   £10 a head.

Afternoon tea to include a round of 

mixed sandwiches, scone with cream 

and jam and a selection of cake per 

person (GF available).

Please telephone Carolyn Campbell on 01489 860852 by 

Wednesday 12th August to order.

And on 5th September… even though the fete 

can’t happen, there will be Driveway Sales from 11 am to 

4pm (weather permitting). All our favourite stalls from the 

fete will be located in driveways around the village – a 

chance to have a walk (or drive) round Durley and check 

out the stalls as you pass by.  The gardens at Wintershill 

Hall will also be open. More details in next month’s Durley 

Parish Magazine. 

Gill Mulley 

01489 860587

page in place of what would have been the 63rd Curdridge 

Country Show.  The main aims of the market were to try to 

keep the momentum of the Show going despite cancelling 

the actual Show, give our followers the chance to virtually 

‘meet’ some of the exhibitors who had been booked and 

give those exhibitors the opportunity to sell some of their 

products.  This was completely new territory for the 

Curdridge Show and we are pleased with how the event 

went.  There was a lot of interest leading up to and over the 

weekend with a good level of engagement from followers 

and, generally, exhibitors reported that they had benefitted 

from an increase of activity on their Facebook pages and 

websites, with some sales being made as a direct result of 

the online market.  Thank you to those of you who 

supported our event and for following our Facebook page.

Our next newsletter is due to go out later on this year once 

plans for next year’s Show are underway.  If you would 

like to sign up to receive our newsletters, please visit our 

website at www.curdridgeshow.co.uk and complete the 

short contact form at the bottom of our homepage.  We 

send out four or five newsletters a year containing details 

of the Show and Barn Dance and any relevant news and 

information about the Reading Rooms.

In the last newsletter, we invited you to send in images of 

your creations for a bit of fun in place of the horticultural 

show that usually occurs on Show-day.  We would love to 

be able to create a gallery of images that showcase your 

talents and celebrate the hobbies and passions that inspired 

and motivated you during these last few months.  The 

gallery will mirror the sections of the horticultural show 

such as vegetables, fruit, plants, flowers, baking, 

photography, craft and artwork.  We hope that this is a fun 

way for you and your family to still participate in this 

much-loved element of the Curdridge Show.  We are 

extending the closing date to submit your images to 31st 

August 2020.  Please email your images to us at 

horticultural@curdridgeshow.co.uk.  The gallery will ‘go 

live’ for you to view on our website in September.

We look forward to seeing what you send us.

Vanessa Hancock

Go-To Virtual Assistant

Acting on behalf of the Curdridge Country Show

Saturday 17th July 2021

A
s I write this article it is just over a week since our 

online market was held via the Show’s Facebook 



CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

6

Great news - libraries reopened from 6th July 2020

To ensure the safety of staff and customers

• Libraries are opening at different times and for a fewer hours. Check times before you 

go.

• People who are feeling unwell are asked not to attend the library

• You are asked to limit your time in the library to a maximum of 30 minutes with limited 

browsing

• magazines and newspapers will not be available

• Those who are able are asked to pre-book public computer use sessions

• The Ready Reads: We select, You collect scheme, will still be available for those who 

prefer not to browse to choose books . More details on website.

www.hants.gov.uk/library
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W h e r e  t h e  C r a w d a d s  S i n g

b y

D e l i a  O w e n s

T
his is Delia Owens's debut novel written in 2018. It is 

set in a North Carolina marsh. The ecological detail 

makes the narrative informative and interesting, 

particularly to readers who have never experienced the 

incongruity of beauty and harshness found in swamplands. 

The Lanes Bookclub for the most part rated the book 

highly. One member said “it was an excellent choice.... 

devoured in two days”.

By December 2019, the book had sold over 4.5 million 

copies, and it sold more print copies in 2019 than any other 

adult title, fiction or non-fiction.

Some may find the story unrealistic but as it evolves new 

information about the history of characters adds 

plausibility to events the writer describes. Of course it is 

fictional but it offers escapism as we follow the life of a 

young girl developing into womanhood and emerging as a 

highly respected ethnological illustrator and writer, against 

incredible odds. The book leads the reader to consider 

hardships of the era and area that would have been real 

enough, though are challenging to comprehend being so far 

removed from many readers’ life experiences.

Themes of abandonment, abuse and alcoholism, are starkly 

juxtaposed with resilience, love and tenacity of spirit. The 

yearning of the soul to find a safe resting place has a 

moving resonance. This book is neither a love story nor a 

murder mystery yet contains elements of both giving it a 

wide appeal. It confronts us with the negative power of 

prejudice and the positive power of hope. You really do 

need to read it to see how they both play their part in a 

heart wrenching story where the touches of caring and 

compassion at times soften the cruel blows that fall with 

regularity upon the adolescent as we watch her grow. 

Be prepared to be suprised (and most probably moved) in 

more ways than perhaps you expect as you start the book. 

Enjoy the storytelling and if you feel able ponder on some 

of the underlying themes, many of which are sadly only too 

real to many in our country today.

In my opinion this book is well worth reading, with it’s 

unexpected storyline being underpinned with so many 

issues and written with a real depth of understanding of the 

diversity of human nature. It’s bound to get you thinking 

about the unresolved debate about nature or nurture being 

the stronger factor influencing development.

If you don’t belong to a book club but want to discover 

different genres of writing on varied topics (such as this 

book offers ) why not sign up for the Hampshire Library 

Ready Reads: We select , You collect Scheme. Details of 

the scheme can be found on the Hampshire Libraries 

website, on their Facebook page and below.

Kathleen Watson

We Select, You Collect is a new book collection service, 

where library teams select handpick books according to 

your preferences, for you to collect from your local library.

You can sign up for Ready Reads by using the simple 

Ready Reads request form online or phone 01962 454747 

(local rate charges apply). The library teams are experts at 

choosing good books and they are looking forward to using 

their experience and knowledge to help you get the most 

from your local library. Hampshire Library service hopes 

that signing up for Ready Reads will give you a chance to 

try something new. Who knows - you may just discover 

your next favourite author!

www.hants.gov.uk/library
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PLANNING DECISIONS AND APPEALS 

NOTIFIED BY WINCHESTER

Poplars Farm Curdridge Lane  SO32 2BH

Change of use of land to equestrian, erection of 11 

looseboxes with ancillary structures and associated parking 

area (retrospective).  Case No: 20/00700/FUL.  REFUSED

Brindle Farm Botley Road Curbridge SO30 2HB

Permission for a holiday let barn (retrospective) Case No. 

19/01281/FUL.  PERMITTED

Construction of a 3-car barn for owners use with 

accommodation over for use as a holiday let 

(Retrospective) Case No. 19/01282/FUL.  PERMITTED

Pound Copse Botley Road Curdridge SO32 2DQ

Change of use from domestic garage to self-contained 

holiday let. Case No 19/02561/FUL. PERMITTED

Beech Tree, Calcot Lane, Curdridge SO32 2BN

Lawful Development Certificate for conversion of a 

building and use for C3 residential purposes 20/00849/

LDC.  REFUSED

Home Farm Reading Room Lane Curdridge SO32 2HE 

(Appeal notified)

Appeal against refusal of Case No: 20/00185/FUL: 

Construction of two houses following demolition of 

equestrian business. Removal of Equestrian tie. Appeal 

Reference: APP/L1765/W/20/3251130

CHAIR’S NOTES             AUGUST 2020

Meetings

All our meetings are open to the public, and are easy to 

join using the Zoom link on the published agenda. 

However, we have not so far had public participation in 

these online meetings, so are considering when it will be 

safe to return to the Reading Room. We decided to stay 

online for the meetings on 6 August and 3 September and 

then to review this on 3 September. I would be pleased to 

hear the views of parishioners on whether you would be 

more l ikely to at tend a physical meeting (to 

cllr.bodger.CPC@gmail.com).

Wangfield Lane

As I write this (17 July), Wangfield Lane has been closed 

for over a week, though the closure is still not showing on 

one.network/ the usual source for roadworks and closure 

information. The railway bridge was struck by an 

eastbound lorry, which displaced the metal section, 

knocking many bricks off the supporting pillars.  The 

Police immediately closed the road, as further brick-falls 

remain likely. For those of us who live on this rat-run, the 

result has been a delightful reduction in traffic, but there is 

a strong risk that the bridge will be removed rather than 

repaired (it carries the Bishops Waltham branch, a line long 

since abandoned).

North Whiteley

The beams for the bridge on Bluebell Way are now in 

place, and it is hoped to have the route into Whiteley open 

by the end of August.

Aerial Views of the Villages

At the Council meeting on 16 July, it was decided to store 

an aerial view of the parish every year or two, to provide a 

record or how our parish develops over time. Anyone can 

view the parish from the air using the Satellite layer in 

Google Maps (other online mapping is available). You can 

also wind the calendar back on Google Earth Pro to see 

earlier aerial shots.

Affordable Housing

Developer Hastoe has now received completed Land and 

Tree surveys, and is waiting for the Ecological survey to be 

returned. The land survey found discrepancies between 

SSE’s plans and the actual position of overhead cables, and 

the architect will need to make minor changes to fit in with 

reality. There is also a discrepancy between Southern 

Water’s record of four manholes on the site and the fact 

that only one showed up on the survey. Once SW remove 

the secondary cover on the manhole, we will send a 

transmitter down the sewer to plot the layout.

It is very desirable to hold a pre-application meeting with 

Winchester Planning to ensure that the application we 

provide meets all their requirements, and this is scheduled 

for August. We are hoping to get some relief from the 

standard £1000 fee for this, as Winchester is keen to 

encourage affordable housing in the district.

Your family members can register an interest at:  

www.helptobuysouth.co.uk  (for shared ownership or 

www.hampshirehomechoice.org.uk (affordable rent). 

Eric Bodger
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FUTURE MEETING DATES FOR

CURDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Council generally holds two Full Council Meetings each 

month.  The first meeting in each month is primarily for 

Planning business and urgent Council business as required 

(this meeting may be cancelled if there is not enough 

planning business).  The second meeting in each month is 

primarily for Council business, finance business and 

urgent Planning business as required.  The next Full 

Council Meetings are on:

6 August 2020 (Zoom Online Meeting), 

[20 August No meeting], 3 September (Zoom Online 

Meeting), 17 September (format to be announced) 

Annual Parish Assembly (informal meeting for 

parishioners with refreshments) has been deferred and 

will be rescheduled when social distancing rules allow.

Meeting Agendas, including finalised date, time and 

venue for meetings are made available on the Parish 

Council website www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk and will 

include joining instructions if the meeting is online. The 

website will also report meeting cancellations when 

necessary. 

Download the BCD Daily Prayer at Home 

booklet from 

www.bcd-churches.org.uk/services
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areas of the coast where it is officially classified as 

endangered.  Fortunately, there are a good number of 

Monterey Pines growing in Curdridge.  There is, for 

example, a row opposite the church beside St. Peter’s 

Close; there are a number in the grounds of Fairthorne 

Manor, and there is one on Kitnocks Triangle.   However, 

they are all now reaching the twilight of their lives.  The 

Monterey Pine is fast growing and as a result - for a tree - 

short lived.   They reach their full size in 80 to 100 years 

and rarely live beyond 150 years.  My observation is that 

the Montereys in Curdridge are very fully grown.   Indeed, 

some are having to be cut down before they fall on 

someone.  

The good news is that there are also three Monterey Pine 

saplings growing in pots in my tree nursery.  I grew them 

from seed collected from Fairthorne and, as they are now 

four or five feet tall, I would like to find permanent homes 

for them.   I did have four trees in my nursery but Joanne 

Furby was kind enough to provide a home for one of them 

on her property.  I offered the remainder to Fairthorne 

Manor, but they have decided to plant only native trees in 

future – which is of course a laudable policy.  However, 

there is also the matter of tradition and the character of our 

village.  

T
he Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata) is a native of 

California.  Unfortunately it is confined to a few tiny 

Curdridge and The Monterey Pine

Monterey Pines are a dramatic sight in the landscape.  

They grow tall and often with a wide, rounded canopy.  

That canopy and their dark, fissured bark distinguish them 

from Scots Pine, also common in the village, which has 

orange-coloured bark and tend to be rather less substantial.  

Our trees make an important contribution to the rural 

character of our village.  Nearly 90% of respondents to a 

2011 Village Questionnaire said both the character of the 

landscape in general and our mature trees in particular 

were important to them.   The landscape we enjoy now was 

created by those who came before us.  Similarly, many of 

the mature trees we value were deliberately planted by 

landowners in the past - including the Monterey Pines.

If you would like (and have the space) to provide a 

home for one or more of the Monterey saplings - and so 

help maintain the character of our village for future 

generations - please let me know.  But please also note, 

they do become big trees. 

Kevan Bundell

01489 784681

Email: kbundell@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.kevanbundell.co.uk

Monterey Pines - Fairthorne Manor
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The family friendly pub officially opened on Friday 24th 

July after a renovation project which entailed a new outside 

configuration;- creating a new patio area from the front of 

the pub, one way car park, extension of the garden, new 

fencing, play area for the children, petanque area for the 

adults and new signage. The inside of the pub has also had 

a makeover with a whole repaint, new upholstery, new 

blinds and a focus on historical and cricket-themed 

artwork.  Landlord Stuart commented: “The last few weeks 

have been very busy with trying to get the pub ready for 

opening. We have all worked our socks off but are so 

pleased with the results.

We’d like the thank all of those who came and supported us 

on our opening weekend and we look forward to great 

times ahead”.  The pub wishes to thank the following local 

suppliers for helping create the renovation: Gracelands, 

Sawscapes Play, Raindrop Interiors, Aztec Fencing, A.L.L 

Surfacing, Collier Projects, All Speed Signs, RNG 

Electrical, Fone Technologies, Gibson Security and Dennis 

Stokes from the history society. 

The pub is open 11am-11pm Monday to Saturday and 

11am–10.30pm on Sundays. Food is served Tuesday to 

Sunday, 12-2.30pm and 5.30-8.30pm, apart from on 

Sundays where food service is between 12-5.30pm. 

For further information about The Cricketers Inn visit 

www.cricketerscurdridge.com

THE CRICKETERS INN IS NOW OPEN

T
he team at The Cricketers Inn is celebrating after 

opening their doors following a huge refurbishment.  

Some of the Cricketers Inn team
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pots, will also still benefit from a weekly feed. We use 

seaweed but as Monty Don will tell you a tomato feed will 

do the job well. 

Hopefully your plans for the summer garden have come to 

fruition but gardening is always peppered with 

disappointments that are to be overcome or learnt from. 

Leaves begin to wilt in hot dry spells, weeds start to take 

hold. Are those … spots? They weren’t there before—this 

can’t be good! You don’t remember inviting those aphids to 

an all-you-can-eat buffet, yet there they are. That different 

zucchini you decided to try this year may not have been a 

success ( or perhaps even a disaster like ours!). Despite 

your hard work some of your new planting may have 

failed, or plants might be blighted with mildew. Perfection 

in the garden is impossible, but take heart: within every 

challenge l ies an opportunity for growth and 

learning ....there are no failures—just insights to guide you 

into the future.

 

If you’re a new gardener keep going! This is the time to 

enjoy the process and all of the green things, even if some 

of them are “weeds.” Some “weeds” can actually add 

colour and interest to your garden filling empty spaces, you 

just need to take care they don’t choke out the plants you 

chose and spent money and time on to establish as part of 

your garden plan. The definition of a weed is

 awild plant growing where it is not wanted and in 

competition with cultivated plants. If the “wild plant” is 

somewhere you don’t mind and you keep it from 

overtaking your cultivated plants it ceases to be a weed by 

definition and you can enjoy it. Examples are evening 

primrose and poppies. Both appear in our garden year on 

year. I choose to enjoy them as a free gift as they add 

splashes of colour and variations in height to my beds. I 

only pull them out or cut them right back, after enjoying 

them for a while, if they start to dominate and threaten 

other plants. 

We have already this year had hot dry periods, which 

caused havoc with some of our early planting but those 

spells have meant the grass has not needed cutting so often 

allowing more time for other garden jobs or just sitting in 

and enjoying the garden. 

When the weather is dry avoid overwatering and focus 

your efforts on the soil not on the plants themselves. This 

can help prevent mildew and other diseases. If you stand 

your plants in pots in saucers you can water the pot from 

the bottom by filling the saucer with water. 

 While you’re working (or playing) outside, please don’t 

forget to “water” yourself too! It’s important to drink water 

throughout the day, even if you’re not thirsty. I take my 

water bottle into the garden whilst working to make sure I 

stay hydrated.

 August in the Garden

J
ust as in July regular deadheading and weeding are the 

main tasks for August. Your plants, especially those in 

As lots of us have had holidays cancelled due to 

COVID-19 we may be spending more time in our gardens 

with family and friends across the next months. You may 

even, like us, have family coming to stay with you for their 

summer holiday. I hope you have a good August and enjoy 

the abundance of nature in your garden across the month. 

Kathleen Watson

Poppy heads continue to add interest to borders 

after they finish flowering 

Evening Primrose adds height and colour to flower bed 
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our garden yesterday afternoon. They were busy for hours 

drinking as much nectar as they could consume. After 

seemingly becoming heady and exhausted from doing so, 

 they summoned just enough energy to reach the nearby 

Eleagnus shrub , stretched out their wings and crashed out, 

basking in the sunshine there until their energy levels were 

restored sufficiently to return for another nectar drinking 

session. This drinking/ resting cycle continued for hours 

and was a visual delight as their glorious vibrant wings 

opened and closed producing an almost ceaseless 

kaleidoscope against the intense purple of the Buddleia 

flowers and the greens of the shrub.

The colourful distinctive wings of the peacock butterfly are 

not only attractive to the human eye,  but more importantly 

are its primary means of defence. If disturbed the peacock 

butterfly can rub its wings together to create a hissing 

sound; this combined with its strongly coloured eye-spots 

helps to deter predators.

1. There are two easy ways you can attract these beautiful 

insects into your garden. If you have enough space leave a 

wild area with nettles. In May, after mating, females lay 

their eggs in batches of up to 500 on the underside of nettle 

leaves. Nettles are an important larval foodplant for many 

butterflies and moths. Other butterfly caterpillars 

commonly found on nettle are the Small Tortoiseshell, Red 

Admiral and Comma.

2. Adult peacock butterflies emerge from the middle of 

July onwards and feed on the nectar of summer-flowering 

plants. Planting Buddleia helps feed their insatiable 

appetite for nectar. You can get dwarf species to grow in a 

The Peacock Butterfly

I
was prompted to write this little article after watching 

dozens of peacock butterflies covering a Buddleia in 

pot if you are limited for space. Butterflies love their 

pendulous nectar rich flowers which also add a lovely 

splash of eye catching colour to your garden.

The peacock butterflies will drink as much nectar as they 

can across August and into autumn. Their main priority 

over this period is to feed-up before their winter 

hibernation in dark crevices, sheds or tree holes. Adults 

emerge again in spring to mate and breed.

Kathleen Watson
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For a no obligation quote
email: info@ls-maintenance.com

text or call: 07719 147382

Let us transform your home and garden

 We specialise in the transformation, rennovation and regular 
maintenance of large gardens, ponds and 

indoor/outdoor swimming pools and properties.

building - plumbing - fencing -  grounds clearance
paving - driveways - brickwork - hedge cutting
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drama, the play contains many themes that resonate to this 

day, such as antisemitism and the treatment of people of 

different races. This August,  The Merchant of 

Venice returns to the Great Barn in Titchfield for the first 

time since 2016.

The story is as follows: Antonio needs money to lend to 

Bassanio and sends Bassanio to borrow the money from 

Shylock (dodgy), on behalf of Antonio (trusting). Antonio 

must default on the loan from the abused Jewish 

moneylender. Shylock asks for his pound of flesh (weird), 

Bassanio agrees to it (weirder) and Portia saves the day by 

cross-dressing and practicing law (perfectly normal). 

Emma Bevan is the director and last year directed The 

Taming of the Shrew.  Emma said, “Shakespeare remains 

in my view the greatest storyteller of all time – and The 

Merchant of Venice is a wonderful story with plenty of 

strong female characters such as Portia and Jessica, 

Shylock’s daughter. The play is very much about 

antisemitism, too. In the 16th century Jews in Venice had to 

live in ghettos, there was mistrust and dislike directed 

towards the Jewish community and immigrants to Venice 

were treated badly.

“The Merchant of Venice is an excellent example of 

Shakespeare’s skill as a social commentator, writing plays 

which were political in their nature. The passage which 

commences with If you prick us, do we not bleed? is 

especially powerful – and poignant. He is clearly saying 

that people are people - we all are made the same, we 

physically react the same and we all have emotions, we cry, 

we laugh, we bleed. It is clearly an attempt to implore us to 

show some humanity towards all people.” 

The Merchant of Venice will be performed as an open-air 

theatre at the Great Barn, Titchfield in Mill Lane. It opens 

on Monday 3 August until Saturday 8 August. There is a 

bar, so bring a blanket or a deckchair to enjoy a wonderful 

evening of Shakespearian acting on the spacious green 

outside of the Great Barn. 

For more information including booking tickets and details 

of the l ive streamed performances, please go 

to www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com or contact our Box 

Office on 0333 666 3366.

Walking into Wellbeing

passing an afternoon. Nature has long been known for its 

ability too sooth the savage breast. The Japanese even have 

a word for it, Shinrin-yoku, forest bathing. 

There is a peculiar quiet to a country walk that lends itself 

to contemplation and thinking deeply about life, the 

universe and everything. Darwin did much of his thinking 

in his later years on a path through his estate called The 

Sandwalk. You can still follow in his footsteps if you visit 

Down House. The Romantic Poets were enamoured of the 

countryside where Wordsworth wandered lonely as a cloud. 

Alfred Wainwright’s beautiful books of the Lakeland Fells 

helped promote walking as a popular pastime as well as 

connect people with some of the more rugged parts of the 

British landscape. It’s another reason why walking is so 

valued.

There are older traditions of walking in Britain. If you’ve 

ever driven through the countyside you’ve doubtless found 

yourself at some point on a high banked, single track road 

with trees growing overhead to form a tunnel. These are 

called hollow ways and are cart tracks and drovers tracks 

that date back as much as 1500 years. Many are the routes 

drivers walked with their flocks or herds between summer 

and winter pastures and others mark the routes to local 

markets. These haven’t been cut and dug into the soil but 

worn away by centuries of feet and hooves walking back 

and forth. The impact of man on his environment. 

The modern equivalent is the desire path, a path made by 

people walking a route they want to follow rather than the 

prescribed tarmac path put in by the council. You see these 

everywhere, perhaps cutting a corner on a right-angled path 

or perhaps running almost parallel to an official path that 

doesn’t quite go where people want to go. 

Most religions have a long tradition of walking, Jesus, 

Buddha and Muhammad all spent much of their time 

walking to share their ideas and teachings. Pilgrimages 

later became a key part of each of these religions with 

pilgrims walking hundreds of miles to visit sites of 

importance. There is a pilgrims trail that runs from 

Southampton to Canterbury and passes through Wickham 

that has been in use for at least 800 years. 

Mental wellbeing is a major concern for all of us as we, 

hopefully, come out of lockdown and walking in the 

countryside is a wonderful way of clearing the mind, of 

reminding yourself that you are part of something bigger, 

whether that is as part of the world around us or part of 

God’s creation.

Pete Bangs

Methodist Pioneer Missioner

For a no obligation quote
email: info@ls-maintenance.com

text or call: 07719 147382

T
he Merchant of Venice is one of Shakespeare’s most 

well-known plays. A mix of comedy, romance and 

If you prick us, do we not bleed?

A
pleasant walk through rolling countryside or 

woodland has always been one of my ideal ways of 
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If you would like to receive the 

Curdridge Parish Magazine each 

month, delivered to your door 

please get in touch.

Telephone 01489 782798 or email 

curdridgemagazine@gmail.com

12 issues cost just £8 - that’s 67p 

per issue instead of 80p and 

deilvery is free!

info@ls-maintenance.com
 07719 147382
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