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As I write this article, around a month ahead of when you 
are likely to be reading it, I am looking forward to late 
June and wondering to what extent we will be ‘back to 
normal’ by then, as so many of us are hoping. In thinking 
about this, I recall the ‘meme’ that I seem to have seen 
frequently on images of placards and on social media 
throughout the pandemic that states, “We don’t want to go 
back to normal, because normal wasn’t good enough.” 
Your opinion about this is clearly going to depend on your 
personal perspective. For some people, the COVID 
restrictions have instilled a renewed sense of gratitude for 
the simple pleasures and freedoms that their everyday life 
previously afforded them, while for others, the COVID 
restrictions have compounded feelings of outrage at the 
injustices of the social order. Indeed, alongside the 
reporting of the battle against COVID over the past fifteen 
months, we have witnessed a steady stream of reporting on 
social battles - for racial justice, justice between the sexes, 
environmental justice and economic justice. The 
government itself seems to have taken some of these 
feelings on board in its published plan for post-pandemic 
growth entitled, ‘Build Back Better’.

As Christians, it must always be 
our desire to ‘build back better’; 
to strive for a social order in 
which all can flourish. This is 
why we pray, ‘Your Kingdom come; Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.’ At the same time, however, the 
Christian hope does not only lie in an optimistic vision of 
the future but in our faith in the inherent goodness of 
people as beings made and known by God. 
Of course, it’s not always easy to believe in the inherent 
goodness of people when we hear stories of profound 
cruelty, such as the recent report of the 130 refugees who 
drowned in the Mediterranean while their repeated distress 
calls were wilfully ignored. But I would suggest that it is 
fear which suffocates the inherent goodness in people, 
especially fear of strangers and outsiders such as refugees. 
Keeping the Christian hope alive means facing down these 
fears, on a social level and on a personal level. 
The First Letter of John says that, ‘Perfect love casts out all 
fear’ and the injunction, ‘do not be afraid’, occurs hundreds 
of times in the Bible. This means that we have to 
continually question the motivation for our actions and 
consider whether they come from love or fear. 
As well as joy at the lifting of restrictions and continuing 
sorrow at the loss of loved ones, there will be many social 
and economic challenges facing our society in the months 
and years ahead. 
In order to overcome these, we will need to have the 
courage to cast out the fears that would divide us or cause 
us to seek easy scapegoats. Only in doing so will we be 
able to realise God’s Kingdom within ourselves and so 
‘build back better’.     

Rev. Richard Wharton

Bible Readings for June
6th June 2021, 1st Sunday after Trinity

2. Cor. 4.13-5.1; Mark 3. 20-end

13th June 2021, 2nd Sunday after Trinity
2. Cor.5. 6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4. 26-34

20th June 2021, 3rd Sunday after Trinity
2. Cor.6. 1-13; Mark 4.35-end

27th June 2021, 4th Sunday after Trinity
2. Cor. 8. 7-end; Mark 5. 21-end
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One of the bells of St Peter's Curdridge was tolled in 
memory of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, on Saturday 
10th April and again just before his funeral on 17th April. 
Tolling means ringing a single bell more slowly than usual 
to give a solemn sound, helped by fitting a muffle - a 
leather pad - to one side of the clapper so that one stroke is 
quieter than the other.
On each day the bell was raised to the mouth-upward 
position to be ready for ringing, then 99 strokes were 
sounded, one for each year of the Duke's age, and then the 
bell was lowered again. On the 17th the 99 strokes were 
preceded by 'The Nine Tailors' - made famous by the book 
of that name by Dorothy L Sayers - where the bell was 
rung nine times, in three groups of three, for the death of a 
man before ringing his age. 
For a woman the bell was rung six times, in two groups of 
three, before ringing her age. In the days when everyone in 
a village knew everyone else this was a way of letting 
people know who had died. There are more than 1600 
pieces of ringing listed on-line in the Duke's memory since 
the 9th April, including the Curfew Tower of Windsor 
Castle and as far afield as Adelaide in Australia. 

Robin Milford     

St Peter’s Bells tolled for Duke of Edinburgh

Those readers living within earshot of St Peter’s Church 
will have noticed an unusual silence on Sunday mornings 
and Monday evenings over the past fifteen months or so 
caused by enforced closure of the church and bell tower 
under the Covid-19 restrictions. 
This is the longest period during which the bells have not 
been able to be rung since they were first rung in the 
1890s, apart from during the Second World War. However, 
now that the Covid situation seems to be improving and 
the Government is gradually lifting restrictions the Vicar 
and church wardens have agreed that it is time ringing can 
resume.
We shall therefore start by holding a short practice on 
Monday 17th May (unfortunately in the past by the time 
you read this) and on subsequent Mondays, with the first 
service ringing on Sunday 30th May. There will be no 
practice on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st May, as has been 
our practice in the past. To keep within current regulations 
each practice will be limited to 45 minutes, starting at 
7.30pm, and rung on a maximum of four suitably spaced 
bells. 

Bell ringers at St.Peter’s Church by Kathleen Watson

Bell tolling resumes

Hopefully the next relaxation in June will go ahead and 
enable us to go back to our usual 90 minute practice from 
7.30pm - 9pm. However, to get the most out of our 
wonderful bells, with a tenor (heaviest) bell - heavier than 
anywhere in Hampshire except Winchester Cathedral - we 
need more ringers! 
We would welcome anyone wishing to see what we do, 
and the bells, at 7.30pm on Monday, but be warned, there 
are 36 steps up our spiral staircase to the ringing room and 
then another 35 to the bells themselves. Unfortunately we 
cannot, at present, let you have a go yourselves, as this 
would need close supervision well within 2 meters, but 
perhaps from June onwards? My contact details are on the 
notice in the church porch.

Robin Milford
       

Those of you who know me will remember that my 
husband, Maurice, has been connected to the ‘Mary Rose’ 
project since the very beginning. He was chosen by 
Alexander McKee to join the search team and took part in 
the search and excavation, the raising of the ship and, for 
the last 15 years, has worked as a volunteer guide in the old 
and new museums in the Portsmouth dockyard.
During these years, he has met many well-known 
characters; David Bellamy, Sue Lawley, Julian Pettifer, 
Bruce Parker, Alan Titchmarsh and others too numerous to 
mention.  He also had the pleasure of diving with Prince 
Charles, who subsequently invited him to a Buckingham 
Palace Garden Party.  Prince Harry too came to the 
museum and actually remarked. “I believe you dived with 
my father?” They certainly do their homework!
However, this piece is about Prince Philip and his first visit 
to the old museum.  When the news came that he was to 
visit, there was great excitement among the team.  Together 
with the timings and meet and greet instructions came 
dress-code orders. Service personnel were to wear uniform, 
ladies - formal dress and civilian men - lounge suits and 
BOWLER HATS!  
Now the diving team were not professionals but included a 
shipwright, bricklayer, electrician, fireman, dentist, 

HRH Prince Philip Remembered

HRH Prince Philip

plumber and even a vicar at one time. I can imagine the 
consternation among these men, not helped by the fact that 
my husband and his closet friends would have been able to 
double for Laurel and Hardy!
All were greatly relieved to hear that the bowlers would 
not be a firm requirement…..but I have to say, I would 
have quite liked to have seen the line up to meet Prince 
Philip if they had had to obey instructions!

Ann Young

Inside the bell tower at St Peter’s
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Our Village Community 
The cover title that our editor Justine chose for this 
magazine got me thinking, and filled me with thankfulness 
for the community that Curdridge is. 
Thanks to Justine for the hours of work she puts into our 
Parish Magazine. The ethos of the magazine centres around 
our village community and our community cohesion. 
Contributions are welcomed from all who live our work in 
Curdridge and are a valuable way of keeping us all 
connected.
We are so blessed to have buildings and open spaces that 
allow people to come together in different ways. 
The school, as well as providing excellent education, is a 
place that brings families together and where friendships 
are grown and flourish between our children. 
The church provides a place where people can find 
fellowship and support as well as a space to come together 
at times of national importance such as Remembrance 
Sunday, and times of celebration, including Easter and 
Christmas. Everyone is welcomed and valued.
Both the Reading Room and the church have provided 
space over the years for fetes, exhibitions and 
entertainment. The Reading Room is a great space for 
parties and central of course to the Curdridge Show. It is 
home to CADG ( our wonderful amateur dramatics group) 
which has provided us with excellent local entertainment 
year on year, looked forward to and enjoyed by many. The 
Reading Room provides space for classes and groups 
where people can come together to enjoy their interests and 
we look forward to seeing their events listed in this 
magazine again soon.
Our local pubs are meeting places where people enjoy 
relaxing and socialising. How good it is that they can open 
more fully again now. 
Our community is strengthened by collaboration between 
different groups planning for, working at, and participating 
together in events. The concerts at the church over the last 
few years have been joint ventures with the Reading Room, 
enjoyed by villagers and their family and friends. Our 
school children have added to church fetes and Curdridge 
Shows with their country dancing and art work. Hopscotch 
nursery, as well as the school, have held Christmas 
celebrations at the church and the little ones have provided 
art work to decorate the church at different special times in 
the year. 
The people who live and work in our village of course are 
greatly responsible for the richness of our community. 
There are so many who make significant contributions to 
our village life in varying ways; too many to list. It is not 
only those working in key roles who make Curdridge a 
special community but those who quietly carry out regular 

acts of caring, support and kindness. Historically 
benefactors such as Miss Augusta Burrell of Fairthorne 
Manor invested much of their time and income in our 
village in the 1880s leaving us the rich heritage of the 
Reading Room and our beautiful church. Many work hard 
today to keep these village assets up and running to serve 
our community. 
Curdridge Parish Councillors give generously of their time 
to our village, neighbourhood watch groups look out for 
each other, and school and nursery staff work daily to help 
our children develop and grow. Our Care Homes of course 
too are a valuable part of our community. 
Pride in our village is a real part of being community. Jobs 
such as litter picking, and working to maintain our 
recreation ground and churchyard really help with keeping 
our community strong. Thank you to all those who 
currently help with these tasks. Some of you have done so 
for many years. You are much appreciated. Extra help is 
always of value so if anyone reading this article has a little 
spare time please do consider volunteering in any way that 
you can.
We are all looking forwarded to being able to share in 
village events again following the lifting of restrictions this 
month. If you have time to volunteer in any way to assist 
with a future event your help would, I am sure, be 
welcomed by the organisers, but equally importantly would 
be an valuable contribution to the continued strengthening 
of our village community.
Supporting village events by going along to enjoy them is 
so important too. Please  make sure when you see anything 
that interests you advertised in the magazine that you put 
the date in your diary and buy or book your tickets well in 
advance.
Together we can ensure our village remains a vibrant 
community with a real sense of belonging together.

Kathleen Watson

Maintaining the Church Graveyard…our thanks
The PCC hope you have noticed how much neater the graveyard 
has been since we have employed LS Maintenance (see advert and 
contact details on page 23) to do some work every month. 
Lee has been generous in giving us a great rate for the job. 
However we know more can be done.
We acknowledge the contributions made by local volunteers who 
undertake mowing, strimming and tidying on their own initiatives. 
Recently the front lawn was mown and we are still unsure who did 
it. Through this article we want to thank those helpful locals who 
want to make a contribution in their own way. This is a part of what 
a vibrant village community is all about.
If anybody else wants to do a little from time to time and wants to 
check in before beginning please get in touch through the church 
office (see page 1 for contact information).
Another part of the development for the graveyard are the 
environmental plots which are being cherished to encourage the natural flora and fauna. The tree stump seats are 
delighting  children from the school. They’re so much more comfortable than the standard benches for adults!! Again, if 
you’d like to be involved, even in a small way, please get in touch.

David Picton-Jones

St Peter’s Church by Kathleen Watson

This book was selected not only because of the quality of 
the author’s previous works, which include Girl with a 
Pearl Earring, but also because it is set locally. Descriptions 
of Winchester and its familiar surrounds struck a 
meaningful chord; even though the book is set in 1932, the 
locations cited are well known to us. Insights into the 
Cathedral at that time, such as its bell tower and 
bellringing, graffiti, and embroidered cushions and 
kneelers, all made the story particularly enjoyable because 
we could visualise it, at the same time as learning things 
we didn’t know. 
Tracy Chevalier is a meticulous researcher, and there is a 
lot of fascinating detail woven into the plot. Central to the 
book are the ‘broderers’, based on a group of volunteer 
women which actually existed, whose ‘single threads’ 
skilfully and gradually complete the ambitious project of 
creating hundreds of unique kneelers and cushions for the 
Cathedral.  
The main character, Violet Speedwell who becomes a 
‘broderer’, is another ‘single thread’; one of the thousands 
of women left in a gender-imbalanced society after the 
First World War. Violet courageously leaves the security of 
her mother’s house in Southampton, to live and work 
independently in Winchester, where she knows no-one. 
We agreed that her character is well drawn and convincing; 
as the book progressed, we admired her more and more for 
not ‘accepting her lot’, instead striking out single-mindedly 
to have a life, however gruelling its poverty, hunger, 
discrimination and very real threat of sexual violence. Her 
strength and determination to get what she wants in life 

Book Review from The Lanes Book Club, Curdridge
(which does not include a 
husband or the mater ia l 
trappings of success) were 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g a n d 
uplifting.
The book caused us to reflect 
upon the ways in which society 
has moved on for the good, and 
how it has hardly moved on at 
all. Whilst single women today 
are usually much admired, 
many women whether married 
or single, still struggle in their 
careers, and remain vulnerable 
to physical attack. 
Violet’s grinding poverty, her choice of whether to buy 
lunch or coal, and the joy when she was taken off for a 
meal, (‘almost sated’ after she had polished off three 
courses), led a discussion on today’s food poverty and the 
fact that Food Banks are necessary, even though we have 
come a long way with social welfare since the 1930’s days.
Other ‘threads’ sewn into the book include 1930’s 
lesbianism, sex and motherhood for the single woman, 
mother-daughter-son relationships, quiet rebellions, 
friendship, joy in nature, physical exercise and the art of 
bellringing. 
All these and more make this a rich, beautifully crafted 
novel made all the more fascinating for having its roots in 
real places and real people.

Lizz Clarke
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Thanks to Justine for the hours of work she puts into our 
Parish Magazine. The ethos of the magazine centres around 
our village community and our community cohesion. 
Contributions are welcomed from all who live our work in 
Curdridge and are a valuable way of keeping us all 
connected.
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community with a real sense of belonging together.

Kathleen Watson

Maintaining the Church Graveyard…our thanks
The PCC hope you have noticed how much neater the graveyard 
has been since we have employed LS Maintenance (see advert and 
contact details on page 23) to do some work every month. 
Lee has been generous in giving us a great rate for the job. 
However we know more can be done.
We acknowledge the contributions made by local volunteers who 
undertake mowing, strimming and tidying on their own initiatives. 
Recently the front lawn was mown and we are still unsure who did 
it. Through this article we want to thank those helpful locals who 
want to make a contribution in their own way. This is a part of what 
a vibrant village community is all about.
If anybody else wants to do a little from time to time and wants to 
check in before beginning please get in touch through the church 
office (see page 1 for contact information).
Another part of the development for the graveyard are the 
environmental plots which are being cherished to encourage the natural flora and fauna. The tree stump seats are 
delighting  children from the school. They’re so much more comfortable than the standard benches for adults!! Again, if 
you’d like to be involved, even in a small way, please get in touch.

David Picton-Jones

St Peter’s Church by Kathleen Watson

This book was selected not only because of the quality of 
the author’s previous works, which include Girl with a 
Pearl Earring, but also because it is set locally. Descriptions 
of Winchester and its familiar surrounds struck a 
meaningful chord; even though the book is set in 1932, the 
locations cited are well known to us. Insights into the 
Cathedral at that time, such as its bell tower and 
bellringing, graffiti, and embroidered cushions and 
kneelers, all made the story particularly enjoyable because 
we could visualise it, at the same time as learning things 
we didn’t know. 
Tracy Chevalier is a meticulous researcher, and there is a 
lot of fascinating detail woven into the plot. Central to the 
book are the ‘broderers’, based on a group of volunteer 
women which actually existed, whose ‘single threads’ 
skilfully and gradually complete the ambitious project of 
creating hundreds of unique kneelers and cushions for the 
Cathedral.  
The main character, Violet Speedwell who becomes a 
‘broderer’, is another ‘single thread’; one of the thousands 
of women left in a gender-imbalanced society after the 
First World War. Violet courageously leaves the security of 
her mother’s house in Southampton, to live and work 
independently in Winchester, where she knows no-one. 
We agreed that her character is well drawn and convincing; 
as the book progressed, we admired her more and more for 
not ‘accepting her lot’, instead striking out single-mindedly 
to have a life, however gruelling its poverty, hunger, 
discrimination and very real threat of sexual violence. Her 
strength and determination to get what she wants in life 

Book Review from The Lanes Book Club, Curdridge
(which does not include a 
husband or the mater ia l 
trappings of success) were 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g a n d 
uplifting.
The book caused us to reflect 
upon the ways in which society 
has moved on for the good, and 
how it has hardly moved on at 
all. Whilst single women today 
are usually much admired, 
many women whether married 
or single, still struggle in their 
careers, and remain vulnerable 
to physical attack. 
Violet’s grinding poverty, her choice of whether to buy 
lunch or coal, and the joy when she was taken off for a 
meal, (‘almost sated’ after she had polished off three 
courses), led a discussion on today’s food poverty and the 
fact that Food Banks are necessary, even though we have 
come a long way with social welfare since the 1930’s days.
Other ‘threads’ sewn into the book include 1930’s 
lesbianism, sex and motherhood for the single woman, 
mother-daughter-son relationships, quiet rebellions, 
friendship, joy in nature, physical exercise and the art of 
bellringing. 
All these and more make this a rich, beautifully crafted 
novel made all the more fascinating for having its roots in 
real places and real people.

Lizz Clarke



98

CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

FUTURE MEETING DATES FOR
CURDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL:

Council generally holds two Full Council Meetings each 
month, on Thursdays at 7pm.  The first meeting in each 
month is primarily for Planning business and urgent 
Council business as required (this meeting may be 
cancelled if there is not enough planning business).  The 
second meeting in each month is primarily for Council 
business, finance business and urgent Planning business 
as required.  The next Full Council Meetings are on:

June 3 and 24, July 1 and 15, in the Reading Rooms

Meeting Agendas, including finalised date, time and 
venue for meetings are made available on the Parish 
Council website www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk which will 
also report meeting cancellations when necessary. 

CHAIR’S NOTES JUNE 2021

Planning Decisions and Appeals Notified 
by Winchester

NEWS from
CURDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk

City and County Councillors
Following the elections on 6 May, we have the same team 
of Winchester City councillors, and a new County 
councillor – Hugh Lumby. I should like to thank Hugh’s 
predecessor, Roger Huxstep, for all he did for our villages, 
and wish him and Anne-Marie all the best in their new 
home.
Parish Council Meetings
At our Zoom AGM on 6 May, councillors agreed to 
continue their current roles (see the minutes on the PC 
website for details). Our next meeting will be held in the 
Reading Rooms on 3 June. Although it is still illegal for 
more than six people to meet indoors, that rule does not 
apply to businesses or Council meetings, and the 
Government insists on our meeting in person. We will 
observe social distancing and wear masks, and if there is 
insufficient space in the Billiard room, we will move to the 
main hall. As usual, the agenda will be posted on the PC 
website in  www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk/Agendas.aspx
We also held a formal Parish Assembly on Zoom on May 
6th, and are planning a proper Parish get-together later in 
the year, when we expect it will be safe to meet 
parishioners for snacks and drinks in the Reading Room. 
Southern Parishes Group
There are many common interests among the parishes in 
the south of Winchester district, so we meet every two 
months to share experience. Winchester council has been 
supportive, and the group is arranging joint training of 
parish councillors and WCC officers in Planning matters. 
Our May meeting heard from Korine Bishop, Rural 
Policing Inspector responsible for strategy at Hampshire 
Constabulary. She gave us details of the subjects covered 
by her team, including – agricultural plant theft, poaching, 
dogs worrying livestock, hunting/shooting/fishing, crime 
incidents involving animals, and crime within Heritage 
sites and protected land and habitats. Her District 
Commander for our area is John Turton. The team uses 
sophisticated equipment to extend the reach of its staff, 
including drones with night-vision and thermal imaging. 
The Pond
As I mentioned in March, the old water supply to the pond 
was condemned by Southern Water. Thanks to the 
generosity of a village resident Kevin Bull, we now have 
an attractive and standard-conforming supply – Kevin 
kindly donated his time, skill and materials to building a 
safe and controllable system. The council is grateful to 
Kevin for ensuring the Pond can remain an attractive 
Parish asset.

Botley MOT Centre Bottings Industrial Estate, Hillsons 
Road, SO30 2DY
Change of use of a building B2 to sui generis use as an 
MOT testing station; re-siting of existing portacabin.  Case 
Officer: Marge Ballinger.  Case No: 21/00146/FUL 
PERMITTED 

2 Kitnocks Cottages, Wickham Road, Curdridge, SO32 
2HG
Erection of Timber carport.  Case No:  21/00691/HOU. 
PERMITTED

Grange House, Chapel Lane, Curdridge, SO32 2BB
Proposed carport on the front driveway. Case Officer: 
Cameron Finch.  Case No: 21/00506/HOU PERMITTED

Affordable Housing
We have now heard from two people with a connection to 
the villages of Curdridge or Curbridge, who are interested 
in applying for these houses when they are eventually 
built. To get on the list , go to: www.helptobuysouth.co.uk 
( f o r s h a r e d o w n e r s h i p ) o r 
www.hampshirehomechoice.org.uk (affordable rent).

Eric Bodger

Parish Clerk - Mrs Jennifer Whittle
2 Berkeley Gardens, Hedge End, Southampton SO30 0QW
Telephone: 01489 786557 Email: clerk@curdridge-pc.org.uk

Councillor - Debbie Caister 
2 Woodlands Cottage, The Plantation, Curdridge, SO32 2DT
Telephone: 07876 631745  Email: cllr.caistor.cpc@gmail.com

Councillor - Lynne Newton
Acacia Cottage, Botley Road, Curdridge, SO32 2DU
Telephone: 01489 781438 Email: cllr.newton.cpc@gmail.com 

Councillor -  Sian Townsend
Badgers Holt, Lockhams Road, Curdridge, SO32 2BD
Telephone: 01489 809279  Email: cllr.townsend.cpc@gmail.com

Councillor Hugh Lumby (County Councillor)
The Manor House, High Street, Meonstoke, SO32 3NH
Telephone: 01489 877444 Email: hlumby@winchester.gov.uk

Councillor Vivian Achwal (District Councillor)
92 Saffron Way, Whiteley, Fareham, PO15 7LW
Telephone: 07954 133386 Email: vachwal@winchester.gov.uk

Chairman - Councillor Eric Bodger
Wangfield Farm House, Wangfield Lane, Curdridge, SO32 2DA
Telephone: 01489 782745  Email: cllr.bodger.cpc@gmail.com

Vice Chairman - Steve Wallin
6 Hillside, Curdridge, SO32 2HJ
Telephone: 07919 356260  Email: cllr.wallin.cpc@gmail.com

Councillor Rory Kemp
Thatchers Wood, Kitnocks Hill, Curdridge, SO32 2HJ
Telephone: 01489 782098. Email: cllr.kemp.cpc@gmail.com

Councillor Laurence Burden
Chrisler Cottage, Gordon Road, SO32 2BE
Telephone: 01489 783671  Email: cllr.burden.cpc@gmail.com

Councillor Roger Bentote (District Councillor)
4 Church Mews, Swanmore, SO32 2RG
Telephone: 01489 890698 Email: rbentote@winchester.gov.uk

Councillor Jonathan Fern (District Councillor)
25 Maple Rise, Whiteley, Hnats, PO15 7GT
Telephone: 07976 432981 Email: jfern@winchester.gov.uk

CONTACTS for CURDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Please report FLY TIPPING and ROAD PROBLEMS directly to HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL via the link ‘Report 

Highways Issues’ on our website homepage www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk or by telephoning 0300 555 1375.

DISTRICT and COUNTY COUNCILLORS for CURDRIDGE

Website: www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk

Repor t  t o  Curdr idge  
Res iden t s

It was a long weekend for many as the count for HCC 
WCC and PCC elections ran very late on Friday and 
Saturday and only finished in the early evening of Monday. 
Progress was not helped by a fire alarm and enforced 
evacuation of Riverside Park Leisure Centre on Friday.
We are very pleased that Vivian won her election as she 
will be officially become Mayor of Winchester at a meeting 
on Tuesday May 18th. As last year this meeting will be a 
virtual meeting online. In line with the government’s 
decision to not extend legislation brought in under Covid 
the first meeting of the new council will take place at River 
Park Leisure Centre on Wednesday 19th May. It is hoped 
that meetings from that date will return to the Guildhall.
Parish Councils too, will be obliged to return to holding 
meetings in halls but with necessary restrictions on spacing 
etc., this may not be easy to achieve if a meeting attracts 
more than a handful of residents. Many councillors have 
come to prefer the virtual scenario and it would be good if 
there was a little more flexibility in government thinking 
on this matter to allow some meetings to take place on line.
Where are you on the ‘getting back to normal’? I have 

found most people to be happy to make a slow cautious 
return to their old routines but also very thankful that in 
this part of the country we were very fortunate. Many are 
looking forward to seeing relatives and friends again and 
some are setting their thoughts on flying off to the 
sunshine. There are some people however, who still feel 
very vulnerable and reluctant to venture outside so please 
remain vigilant for your neighbours and help them where 
you can.
The new Winchester Sports and Leisure Centre will be 
opening on May 29th. The building has incorporated many 
features which will ensure that it operates as efficiently as 
possible in respect of our climate emergency priorities.
With Meadowside Leisure Centre in Whiteley also being 
updated there are no excuses for not keeping fit. 
Thank you to all of you who responded to the consultation 
on The Local Plan. We do believe that planning should be 
locally driven whilst responding to the needs of a wider 
area. 
Whiteley continues to grow and so does traffic on the 
A3051. Along with Curbridge residents and Curdridge 
Parish Council we are urging WCC and HCC to ensure 
pedestrian safety through Curbridge. 

http://www.curdridge-pc.gov.uk
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This month I am looking at a village near Romsey 
with links to riots, cudgelling and cartoons of small 
round girls on small round ponies. 
Timsbury is a small village that grew up around 
Church and Manor House. A couple of miles north of 
Romsey, the old village is set back from the A3057 
road to Stockbridge and the area slopes gently down to 
the River Test on its western boundary. Ribbon 
development from the 1930’s onwards stretches along 
the main road. About 400 people live in the parish 
today. Scattered prehistoric and Roman artefacts have 
been found around the area but Timsbury probably 
began as an early river-crossing. Saxon pottery kilns 
have been found in nearby Michelmersh.
In the C11th Timsbury was “Timbreberie” (meaning 
t imber fo r t o r manor ) and in the C16th 
“Tymmysbury”. According to the Domesday Book 
(1086) the Manor of Timsbury was held by the nunnery of 
St Mary, Winchester. It was transferred to the Abbess of 
Romsey in 1212. In 1539, when the monasteries were 
closed, Timsbury fell into the hands of Henry 8th. Records 
from 1540 show the Manor had a water-mill, weir and 
good fishing. Ever keen on bolstering his Treasury, the 
King sold the Manor to Thomas Knight in 1543.  
The Church of St Andrew (Manor Road, SO51 0NE) is 
Timsbury’s village church.  It is now part of the United 
Benefice of Braishfield which also covers Awbridge, 
Braishfield, Farley Chamberlayne and Michelmersh. Well 
supplied with parking, St Andrew’s is down what looks like 
a farm lane but is actually public access to the church. 
The original St Andrews was probably Saxon but the 
present church was built around 1200. Its walls are double 
thickness flint with chalk and rubble in between, and the 
outside rendered. The nave dates from around 1200 but the 
chancel was rebuilt in the 1400’s. The timber porch and 
weather-boarded timber bell-cote were added in the 1500’s. 
The church was restored in the early 1700’s and again in 
1847. It is Grade 2 listed. 

A major challenge was the church fire of March 2014, 
caused by an electrical fault in the vestry early on a Sunday 
morning. The roof, bell-cote and west end of the church 
were badly damaged; the organ was destroyed. Quick work 
by firefighters enabled much of the interior to be saved 
including the chained King James Bible from 1613. With 
£250,000 damage the church was lucky to have good 
insurance. All was repaired or replaced, with a kitchenette 
added and CCTV installed. During the work, the church 
met at St Mary’s, Michelmersh, local Halls and even 
Poppies Tearooms. 
The Millennium Window in the west wall, sited where an 
old doorway once was, needed much repair. Made by 
Andrew Taylor, it is dedicated to Bill Watkinson, a bell-
ringer for 40 years. It shows his work as a master 
bricklayer, local scenes, and is topped by the quote “Unless 
the Lord builds the House its Builders labour in vain”. 
Mediaeval stained glass, probably 1420’s, can be seen in 
the east wall. Not a lot – side shafts and fragments - but it 
is very old and has survived Civil War and several major 
religious upheavals. Along a nearby window sill are some 
encaustic paving tiles, relics of the church floor of the 
1200’s. They were set on the sill in 1913 after being found 
hidden on roof timbers by a visiting church historian. 
The old pews are still there – ones from the 1500’s (with 
their carved wood finials) on the south side, the plainer 
Victorian ones on the north side. There’s also a font, and a 
rare wooden chancel screen, both from the early 1400’s.
Although a small church, a survey in 1851 showed it was 
then getting an attendance of 90 at morning service and 84 
in the afternoon (it could seat 110).
In the churchyard are several Victorian cast iron crosses as 
grave markers. These are likely to be from the Test Valley 
Ironworks, then working on The Hundred in the middle of 

Romsey. Reflecting the industrialisation of the time, they 
allowed poorer families (unable to afford gravestones) to at 
least commemorate their loved ones. 
There used to be a Methodist Chapel in the village, as 
shown by records in 1911, but I was unable to find out 
anything else about it. On the main road there is a 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, where people come 
from a large catchment area.
Timsbury common lands, where locals grazed animals, 
collected firewood and foraged for food, were enclosed in 
1796. They became farmland, to improve food production, 
or part of wealthy estates – but this left the rural poor even 
poorer and dependent on whoever would give them waged 
work. 
The River Test has always been important to Timsbury. For 
centuries there was a watermill grinding grain, with one 
recorded as late as 1911. In earlier centuries large flocks of 
downland sheep over-wintered in the meadows around the 
river. The fishing season (particularly trout) was popular 
with wealthy landowners and their guests, which  provided 
work for local people. Today the Timsbury Fishery is for 
members and invited or paying guests only.
Timsbury saw Swing Riots in November 1830. This was a 
protest by rural workers against  the new mechanised 
threshing machines, whose reduced need for labour 
became “the last straw” for people already suffering 
reduced wages and rising flour prices. 
One of the local organisers was 35 year old Timsbury 
blacksmith, John Tongs, who was arrested after a 100 
strong protest smashed threshing machines at nearby 
Michelmersh. He was transported to Tasmania (then a 
penal colony) for seven years, having to leave his wife and 
five children behind. He survived to return to Timsbury in 
1841, to collect his family and go back to Tasmania as a 
free colonist. John had been an active Methodist in 
Timsbury. He became a valued Methodist preacher in 
Tasmania and his 1869 memorial in Longford Methodist 
Church there states John was “keen, gifted, courageous and 
lived near God”.
Another local man was Richard Sharp (1759 – 1835) who 
became a famous wrestler and cudgeller. Cudgelling was a 
very old “sport” which involved two men whacking each 
other with a short club, the winner being the one who first 
drew blood to his opponents head. The Sharp family went 
on to become merchants and influential Romsey citizens. 
Education for village children received a boost in 1847 
when a National School opened near St Andrew’s Church. 
This later became a CE controlled school but, with fewer 
young families living in the area, it closed in 1958. It is 
now a private house and local children go to Braishfield 
Primary School and the secondary schools in Romsey. 
Timsbury also has a “W.I. Hall”. It was bequeathed to the 
village W.I. but as the group declined the hall was sold to 
the village band. Most local facilities are now shared with 
the parish of Michelmersh, including the Jubilee Hall and 

sports pavilion.
Timsbury Manor was built in the 1840’s on the site of an 
old farmhouse for Hon Ralph Dutton (1821 - 1892). The 
Conservative MP for South Hampshire 1857 to 1865, he 
was also a director of the London South Western Railway 
Company. His memorial window in Romsey Abbey 
unusually depicts him as one of Jesus’s disciples. The 
estate then passed through the hands of the Vickers family 
(the armaments company) and the Baring family (the 
bank). After WW1 it was sold to Alexander Riguad 
Wilson-Wood and it was during this time that Winston 
Churchill regularly visited the estate on fishing trips. 
During WW2 Timsbury Manor was used to billet Canadian 
Army officers. In 1944 they joined the Canadian and 
American soldiers camped in “Agincourt Field” next to 
Michelmersh church waiting to embark for Normandy 
landings. In 1415, nearly 700 knights and archers had 
assembled in that same field waiting to embark for 
Agincourt. 
In 1958 Oliver Cutts bought the Timsbury Manor estate, 
using it mainly for fishing with the house becoming an 
athletics training retreat. The British Olympic track and 
field teams trained there in the 1960’s. In the 1970’s the 
estate was split up. Lynn Seymour (b.1939), the Canadian 
prima-ballerina and choreographer, bought the house. She 
owned it until 1990 when it was sold and split into flats. 
Now cast your mind back to 1950’s cartoons of little round 
ponies ridden by little round girls. On the other side of the 
church is where “Heron’s Mead” used to be. Norman 
Thelwell (1923 – 2004) and his wife Rhona (d. 2006) lived 
here from 1968. They are now buried in St Andrew’s 
churchyard, opposite the porch door – their gravestone 
depicts two “angelic” riders of two round ponies. 
Norman Thelwell, who became famous for his cartoons of 
social comment and country life, was born in Birkenhead. 
After WW2 Army service he got a degree from Liverpool 
College of Art and taught art and illustration at 
Wolverhampton College of Art. He left  teaching in 1956 to 
take up full-time illustration. His first cartoon for Punch 
magazine was published in 1952 and his first pony cartoon 
in 1953. The first of his 34 books “Angels on Horseback” 
was published in 1957. In the 1970’s he illustrated the front 
covers of six James Herriot books. He was also a serious 
landscape artist.  
The family moved to Braishfield in 1959 and Timsbury in 
1968. Over the following decades, Thelwell restored the 
farmhouse at “Heron’s Mead” and landscaped the grounds, 
adding three lakes for fishing and to attract water birds and 
wildlife. He wrote a book about these projects – “A Plank 
Bridge by a Pool” (1978). Since his death the house has 
been demolished and replaced, and is privately owned with 
no public access. 
No news as yet of History Society meetings returning.

Sue Perry, Secretary

Church of St Andrew, 

Interior, Church of St 



CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

1110

This month I am looking at a village near Romsey 
with links to riots, cudgelling and cartoons of small 
round girls on small round ponies. 
Timsbury is a small village that grew up around 
Church and Manor House. A couple of miles north of 
Romsey, the old village is set back from the A3057 
road to Stockbridge and the area slopes gently down to 
the River Test on its western boundary. Ribbon 
development from the 1930’s onwards stretches along 
the main road. About 400 people live in the parish 
today. Scattered prehistoric and Roman artefacts have 
been found around the area but Timsbury probably 
began as an early river-crossing. Saxon pottery kilns 
have been found in nearby Michelmersh.
In the C11th Timsbury was “Timbreberie” (meaning 
t imber fo r t o r manor ) and in the C16th 
“Tymmysbury”. According to the Domesday Book 
(1086) the Manor of Timsbury was held by the nunnery of 
St Mary, Winchester. It was transferred to the Abbess of 
Romsey in 1212. In 1539, when the monasteries were 
closed, Timsbury fell into the hands of Henry 8th. Records 
from 1540 show the Manor had a water-mill, weir and 
good fishing. Ever keen on bolstering his Treasury, the 
King sold the Manor to Thomas Knight in 1543.  
The Church of St Andrew (Manor Road, SO51 0NE) is 
Timsbury’s village church.  It is now part of the United 
Benefice of Braishfield which also covers Awbridge, 
Braishfield, Farley Chamberlayne and Michelmersh. Well 
supplied with parking, St Andrew’s is down what looks like 
a farm lane but is actually public access to the church. 
The original St Andrews was probably Saxon but the 
present church was built around 1200. Its walls are double 
thickness flint with chalk and rubble in between, and the 
outside rendered. The nave dates from around 1200 but the 
chancel was rebuilt in the 1400’s. The timber porch and 
weather-boarded timber bell-cote were added in the 1500’s. 
The church was restored in the early 1700’s and again in 
1847. It is Grade 2 listed. 

A major challenge was the church fire of March 2014, 
caused by an electrical fault in the vestry early on a Sunday 
morning. The roof, bell-cote and west end of the church 
were badly damaged; the organ was destroyed. Quick work 
by firefighters enabled much of the interior to be saved 
including the chained King James Bible from 1613. With 
£250,000 damage the church was lucky to have good 
insurance. All was repaired or replaced, with a kitchenette 
added and CCTV installed. During the work, the church 
met at St Mary’s, Michelmersh, local Halls and even 
Poppies Tearooms. 
The Millennium Window in the west wall, sited where an 
old doorway once was, needed much repair. Made by 
Andrew Taylor, it is dedicated to Bill Watkinson, a bell-
ringer for 40 years. It shows his work as a master 
bricklayer, local scenes, and is topped by the quote “Unless 
the Lord builds the House its Builders labour in vain”. 
Mediaeval stained glass, probably 1420’s, can be seen in 
the east wall. Not a lot – side shafts and fragments - but it 
is very old and has survived Civil War and several major 
religious upheavals. Along a nearby window sill are some 
encaustic paving tiles, relics of the church floor of the 
1200’s. They were set on the sill in 1913 after being found 
hidden on roof timbers by a visiting church historian. 
The old pews are still there – ones from the 1500’s (with 
their carved wood finials) on the south side, the plainer 
Victorian ones on the north side. There’s also a font, and a 
rare wooden chancel screen, both from the early 1400’s.
Although a small church, a survey in 1851 showed it was 
then getting an attendance of 90 at morning service and 84 
in the afternoon (it could seat 110).
In the churchyard are several Victorian cast iron crosses as 
grave markers. These are likely to be from the Test Valley 
Ironworks, then working on The Hundred in the middle of 

Romsey. Reflecting the industrialisation of the time, they 
allowed poorer families (unable to afford gravestones) to at 
least commemorate their loved ones. 
There used to be a Methodist Chapel in the village, as 
shown by records in 1911, but I was unable to find out 
anything else about it. On the main road there is a 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, where people come 
from a large catchment area.
Timsbury common lands, where locals grazed animals, 
collected firewood and foraged for food, were enclosed in 
1796. They became farmland, to improve food production, 
or part of wealthy estates – but this left the rural poor even 
poorer and dependent on whoever would give them waged 
work. 
The River Test has always been important to Timsbury. For 
centuries there was a watermill grinding grain, with one 
recorded as late as 1911. In earlier centuries large flocks of 
downland sheep over-wintered in the meadows around the 
river. The fishing season (particularly trout) was popular 
with wealthy landowners and their guests, which  provided 
work for local people. Today the Timsbury Fishery is for 
members and invited or paying guests only.
Timsbury saw Swing Riots in November 1830. This was a 
protest by rural workers against  the new mechanised 
threshing machines, whose reduced need for labour 
became “the last straw” for people already suffering 
reduced wages and rising flour prices. 
One of the local organisers was 35 year old Timsbury 
blacksmith, John Tongs, who was arrested after a 100 
strong protest smashed threshing machines at nearby 
Michelmersh. He was transported to Tasmania (then a 
penal colony) for seven years, having to leave his wife and 
five children behind. He survived to return to Timsbury in 
1841, to collect his family and go back to Tasmania as a 
free colonist. John had been an active Methodist in 
Timsbury. He became a valued Methodist preacher in 
Tasmania and his 1869 memorial in Longford Methodist 
Church there states John was “keen, gifted, courageous and 
lived near God”.
Another local man was Richard Sharp (1759 – 1835) who 
became a famous wrestler and cudgeller. Cudgelling was a 
very old “sport” which involved two men whacking each 
other with a short club, the winner being the one who first 
drew blood to his opponents head. The Sharp family went 
on to become merchants and influential Romsey citizens. 
Education for village children received a boost in 1847 
when a National School opened near St Andrew’s Church. 
This later became a CE controlled school but, with fewer 
young families living in the area, it closed in 1958. It is 
now a private house and local children go to Braishfield 
Primary School and the secondary schools in Romsey. 
Timsbury also has a “W.I. Hall”. It was bequeathed to the 
village W.I. but as the group declined the hall was sold to 
the village band. Most local facilities are now shared with 
the parish of Michelmersh, including the Jubilee Hall and 

sports pavilion.
Timsbury Manor was built in the 1840’s on the site of an 
old farmhouse for Hon Ralph Dutton (1821 - 1892). The 
Conservative MP for South Hampshire 1857 to 1865, he 
was also a director of the London South Western Railway 
Company. His memorial window in Romsey Abbey 
unusually depicts him as one of Jesus’s disciples. The 
estate then passed through the hands of the Vickers family 
(the armaments company) and the Baring family (the 
bank). After WW1 it was sold to Alexander Riguad 
Wilson-Wood and it was during this time that Winston 
Churchill regularly visited the estate on fishing trips. 
During WW2 Timsbury Manor was used to billet Canadian 
Army officers. In 1944 they joined the Canadian and 
American soldiers camped in “Agincourt Field” next to 
Michelmersh church waiting to embark for Normandy 
landings. In 1415, nearly 700 knights and archers had 
assembled in that same field waiting to embark for 
Agincourt. 
In 1958 Oliver Cutts bought the Timsbury Manor estate, 
using it mainly for fishing with the house becoming an 
athletics training retreat. The British Olympic track and 
field teams trained there in the 1960’s. In the 1970’s the 
estate was split up. Lynn Seymour (b.1939), the Canadian 
prima-ballerina and choreographer, bought the house. She 
owned it until 1990 when it was sold and split into flats. 
Now cast your mind back to 1950’s cartoons of little round 
ponies ridden by little round girls. On the other side of the 
church is where “Heron’s Mead” used to be. Norman 
Thelwell (1923 – 2004) and his wife Rhona (d. 2006) lived 
here from 1968. They are now buried in St Andrew’s 
churchyard, opposite the porch door – their gravestone 
depicts two “angelic” riders of two round ponies. 
Norman Thelwell, who became famous for his cartoons of 
social comment and country life, was born in Birkenhead. 
After WW2 Army service he got a degree from Liverpool 
College of Art and taught art and illustration at 
Wolverhampton College of Art. He left  teaching in 1956 to 
take up full-time illustration. His first cartoon for Punch 
magazine was published in 1952 and his first pony cartoon 
in 1953. The first of his 34 books “Angels on Horseback” 
was published in 1957. In the 1970’s he illustrated the front 
covers of six James Herriot books. He was also a serious 
landscape artist.  
The family moved to Braishfield in 1959 and Timsbury in 
1968. Over the following decades, Thelwell restored the 
farmhouse at “Heron’s Mead” and landscaped the grounds, 
adding three lakes for fishing and to attract water birds and 
wildlife. He wrote a book about these projects – “A Plank 
Bridge by a Pool” (1978). Since his death the house has 
been demolished and replaced, and is privately owned with 
no public access. 
No news as yet of History Society meetings returning.

Sue Perry, Secretary

Church of St Andrew, 

Interior, Church of St 



CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

1312

continued…

B

It might seem rather early to start thinking about our 
November production of CINDERELLA, but there’s much 
to do before then!
Auditions, Casting and Rehearsals of course, but costumes, 
scenery, music and lighting all have to be planned well in 
advance and we are starting now!
For those of you who have been ‘locked down’ for so many 
months, the effect on yourself may well have been difficult 
to cope with. By joining a Drama Group, you can begin to 
rebuild your confidence and self-esteem and even surprise 
yourself with your hidden talents. We aren’t all needed for 
the stage but so much happens ‘off-stage’ -whether it be 
helping at the stage door, designing and making costumes, 
helping with scenery and makeup or perhaps helping with 
the bar or ice cream sales- that there will always be a place 
for you.
Looking even further ahead, we already have plans to stage 
our long-awaited “Shadow Factory” next Spring, so why 
n o t j o i n u s v i a o u r w e b s i t e 
www.curdridgedramagroup.co.uk or phone 01489 895 170  
for more information.

Curdridge Amateur 
Drama Group
Great news….we’re back!

The Spring Council Meeting of the Hampshire County 
Federation of Women’s Institutes, was recently held online.  
The Treasurer, Gail Pussard, reported that during 2019 - 
2020 a massive debt of £44K has been accrued.  The 
forecast for the coming year shows, it is hoped, that the 
deficit will be kept to £32K.
A new constitution was passed whereby, should the current 
pandemic conditions prevail, future National and County 
meetings can be held online without further hindrance. 
The first speaker was Dr Denise Smythe Wright, a 
chemical oceanographer based at Southampton University.  
She is the lead member of a team recently set up by 
HCFWI of Climate Change Ambassadors.  She opened her 
talk by declaring ‘Man has fallen out of love with the 
planet’, so this has resulted in long-term - not short-term - 
weather changes.  These climate changes are resulting in 
hot summers, cold winters, floods, droughts, and melting of 
the polar ice caps. 
The earth can be said to be running a fever of one degree 
Celsius and is at its warmest for 125,000 years.  We have 
10 years only to fix this problem.  As we produce gases 
these are acting like a blanket, trapping the heat and 
warming up the planet. Dr Smythe Wright went on to 
explain in detail possible actions that could be taken to 
attempt to halt the temperature rise of our planet.
The second speaker was Amanda Owen, the Yorkshire 
shepherdess, farmer’s wife, mother of 9 children, a 
passionate photographer and a Sunday Times bestselling 
author.  The Owens live a life that has almost gone in 
today’s modern world, ruled by the seasons and their 
animals.  Amanda, her husband Clive and the children live 
in Ravenseat, Swaledale, Cumbria, on a 2000 acre farm, in 
one of the highest and most remote places in England.  In 
November 2018 the Owens became stars of their very own 
Channel 5 TV series ‘Our Yorkshire Farm’, which became 
the channel’s highest rating factual show of the year, 
attracting an average of 2.2 million viewers. 
Amanda told us that for her the books of James Herriot 
were an inspiration for life in the countryside.  She left 
school wanting to be a vet but switched to becoming a hill 
shepherdess - something she has never regretted.  She 
recounted many tales of her hard life and experiences on 
the farm in a very laid-back manner, with much humour.  
Her overall mantra is to ‘Give things a go, don’t be afraid 
of failing’.  With such an attitude she has succeeded - what 
with the work on the farm, raising her family in a 
somewhat unorthodox manner, setting-up catering facilities 
for the cross country ramblers who pass the farm each year, 
writing some books and is now involved with work for 
radio and TV!  A second TV series has been recorded and 

is about to be screened.
Her children will, no doubt, follow in her footsteps.  Her 
eldest daughter, Raven, is at University and her eldest son, 
Reuben, is on an an engineering apprenticeship.  Quite by 
chance I saw him on a different farming programme at the 
end of March. He and another lad had restored a tractor 
made in 1936 - a right rust bucket it was!  Reuben had 
restored the engine and his mate had restored the body 
work - a sort of ‘Repair Shop’ project.  Maybe another TV 
series in the making for the Owen family?
I logged-in for another talk presented by Denman College 
recently - this time the speaker was Peter Lawrence, and 
he spoke on ‘London Streets with Unusual Names’.  He 
focused on an area encompassing Ludgate/ Smithfield/ 
Blackfriars/ Cornhill/ and Leadenhall Street.  He explained 
that names can refer to the landowners or activities that 
have taken place in the vicinity.  
Pie Corner is the name of a pub where it is presumed the 
great Fire of London started.  There is a figure of Gluttony 
on the front of the building, supposedly representing the 
baker boy who opened an oven door in the bakery to pinch 
a pie whereby flames leapt out to start the inferno.
Giltsper Street, just outside the city walls, was the place of 
jousting tournaments and a livestock market.  
Cock Lane is a rather resplendent cobbled street.  
Smithfield was a huge open area where horses were shod, 
wrestling matches were staged as well as other forms of 
outdoor entertainment.  Smithfield Market cannot be 
dismantled as it is a listed building; it is designated to 
house the new Museum of London.
Cowcross Street consists entirely of houses built in the 
18th century, and between that street and Farringdon Street 
there is the river Fleet passing underground.  Nearby is 
Saffron Hill where crocus are grown on the banks in 
private houses.  Up the hill is Hatton Garden, former 
grounds of Hatton House, where Sir Hatton lived.  
Nowadays the area is renown as the centre of London’s 
gem and jewellery business.
Not far away there is Farringdon Station - two of them in 
the same street!  The old station is one of the first ever 
underground stations and the new station, on the other side 
of the road, is going to be part of the modern Crossrail 
service.
We glanced at the The Castle, a pub which has three gold 
balls hanging outside and is still a pawnbrokers.  It was 
originally licensed by Charles I who handed in a ring, we 
were told, so that he could get some cash.  
We looked at Falconer’s Alley, the top end of which is 
owned by the Guild of Girdlers and then saw Cloth Fair. In 

medieval and Elizabethan times this was the area where 
cloth was traded.  There are many fine 17th century, 
wooden houses still here - in spite of sustaining much 
damage during the war years. This is a pretty street where 
John Betjeman lived for most of his life.   
Then onto Back Passage, EC1 - a street with rows of 
cottages; this was the place where labourers and their 
families lived - men who were hired by the hour, or day, 
for menial work. Little Britain, EC1 - is that a corruption 
of the land owner’s name?   Was he a Briton?
Aldergate - the old gate - has St Bottuph Church nearby, 
just outside the old Roman wall.  St Bottuph was the 
patron saint of Travellers.
A green shady area known as Postman’s Park is close to 
where the GPO founded a workplace.  This park was 
destined as a resting place for those postal workers. 

We whizzed around dozens of interesting places - near St 
Paul’s there is Amen Corner and Ave Maria Lane, EC4. 
Wardrobe Place was where the Royal Robes were once 
stored; Playhouse Yard had connections with William 
Shakespeare and his team in winter months - in summer 
they went across the river to the Globe.
Leadenhall Market is so named as its sheet roof was made 
of lead; in 1884 it housed butchers and fish merchants.  
Nowadays it is full of wine bars and bistros but at 
Christmas time it is used as a market once again.
Mr Lawrence commented briefly on the fact that in spite of 
the development of modern buildings in London, such as 
the Gherkin, the Shard and the Cheese Grater, the City is 
keen to preserve its history.
Meetings, when they resume, are held in the Market Hall, 
Botley, on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 
7.30pm.  Do get in touch about joining us!
President: Mrs Andy Champion. Tel: 01489 783711
Secretary: Mrs Maureen Hunt Tel: 02381 785683

Wendy Bassom

http://www.curdridgedramagroup.co.uk
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our long-awaited “Shadow Factory” next Spring, so why 
n o t j o i n u s v i a o u r w e b s i t e 
www.curdridgedramagroup.co.uk or phone 01489 895 170  
for more information.

Curdridge Amateur 
Drama Group
Great news….we’re back!

The Spring Council Meeting of the Hampshire County 
Federation of Women’s Institutes, was recently held online.  
The Treasurer, Gail Pussard, reported that during 2019 - 
2020 a massive debt of £44K has been accrued.  The 
forecast for the coming year shows, it is hoped, that the 
deficit will be kept to £32K.
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planet’, so this has resulted in long-term - not short-term - 
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hot summers, cold winters, floods, droughts, and melting of 
the polar ice caps. 
The earth can be said to be running a fever of one degree 
Celsius and is at its warmest for 125,000 years.  We have 
10 years only to fix this problem.  As we produce gases 
these are acting like a blanket, trapping the heat and 
warming up the planet. Dr Smythe Wright went on to 
explain in detail possible actions that could be taken to 
attempt to halt the temperature rise of our planet.
The second speaker was Amanda Owen, the Yorkshire 
shepherdess, farmer’s wife, mother of 9 children, a 
passionate photographer and a Sunday Times bestselling 
author.  The Owens live a life that has almost gone in 
today’s modern world, ruled by the seasons and their 
animals.  Amanda, her husband Clive and the children live 
in Ravenseat, Swaledale, Cumbria, on a 2000 acre farm, in 
one of the highest and most remote places in England.  In 
November 2018 the Owens became stars of their very own 
Channel 5 TV series ‘Our Yorkshire Farm’, which became 
the channel’s highest rating factual show of the year, 
attracting an average of 2.2 million viewers. 
Amanda told us that for her the books of James Herriot 
were an inspiration for life in the countryside.  She left 
school wanting to be a vet but switched to becoming a hill 
shepherdess - something she has never regretted.  She 
recounted many tales of her hard life and experiences on 
the farm in a very laid-back manner, with much humour.  
Her overall mantra is to ‘Give things a go, don’t be afraid 
of failing’.  With such an attitude she has succeeded - what 
with the work on the farm, raising her family in a 
somewhat unorthodox manner, setting-up catering facilities 
for the cross country ramblers who pass the farm each year, 
writing some books and is now involved with work for 
radio and TV!  A second TV series has been recorded and 

is about to be screened.
Her children will, no doubt, follow in her footsteps.  Her 
eldest daughter, Raven, is at University and her eldest son, 
Reuben, is on an an engineering apprenticeship.  Quite by 
chance I saw him on a different farming programme at the 
end of March. He and another lad had restored a tractor 
made in 1936 - a right rust bucket it was!  Reuben had 
restored the engine and his mate had restored the body 
work - a sort of ‘Repair Shop’ project.  Maybe another TV 
series in the making for the Owen family?
I logged-in for another talk presented by Denman College 
recently - this time the speaker was Peter Lawrence, and 
he spoke on ‘London Streets with Unusual Names’.  He 
focused on an area encompassing Ludgate/ Smithfield/ 
Blackfriars/ Cornhill/ and Leadenhall Street.  He explained 
that names can refer to the landowners or activities that 
have taken place in the vicinity.  
Pie Corner is the name of a pub where it is presumed the 
great Fire of London started.  There is a figure of Gluttony 
on the front of the building, supposedly representing the 
baker boy who opened an oven door in the bakery to pinch 
a pie whereby flames leapt out to start the inferno.
Giltsper Street, just outside the city walls, was the place of 
jousting tournaments and a livestock market.  
Cock Lane is a rather resplendent cobbled street.  
Smithfield was a huge open area where horses were shod, 
wrestling matches were staged as well as other forms of 
outdoor entertainment.  Smithfield Market cannot be 
dismantled as it is a listed building; it is designated to 
house the new Museum of London.
Cowcross Street consists entirely of houses built in the 
18th century, and between that street and Farringdon Street 
there is the river Fleet passing underground.  Nearby is 
Saffron Hill where crocus are grown on the banks in 
private houses.  Up the hill is Hatton Garden, former 
grounds of Hatton House, where Sir Hatton lived.  
Nowadays the area is renown as the centre of London’s 
gem and jewellery business.
Not far away there is Farringdon Station - two of them in 
the same street!  The old station is one of the first ever 
underground stations and the new station, on the other side 
of the road, is going to be part of the modern Crossrail 
service.
We glanced at the The Castle, a pub which has three gold 
balls hanging outside and is still a pawnbrokers.  It was 
originally licensed by Charles I who handed in a ring, we 
were told, so that he could get some cash.  
We looked at Falconer’s Alley, the top end of which is 
owned by the Guild of Girdlers and then saw Cloth Fair. In 

medieval and Elizabethan times this was the area where 
cloth was traded.  There are many fine 17th century, 
wooden houses still here - in spite of sustaining much 
damage during the war years. This is a pretty street where 
John Betjeman lived for most of his life.   
Then onto Back Passage, EC1 - a street with rows of 
cottages; this was the place where labourers and their 
families lived - men who were hired by the hour, or day, 
for menial work. Little Britain, EC1 - is that a corruption 
of the land owner’s name?   Was he a Briton?
Aldergate - the old gate - has St Bottuph Church nearby, 
just outside the old Roman wall.  St Bottuph was the 
patron saint of Travellers.
A green shady area known as Postman’s Park is close to 
where the GPO founded a workplace.  This park was 
destined as a resting place for those postal workers. 

We whizzed around dozens of interesting places - near St 
Paul’s there is Amen Corner and Ave Maria Lane, EC4. 
Wardrobe Place was where the Royal Robes were once 
stored; Playhouse Yard had connections with William 
Shakespeare and his team in winter months - in summer 
they went across the river to the Globe.
Leadenhall Market is so named as its sheet roof was made 
of lead; in 1884 it housed butchers and fish merchants.  
Nowadays it is full of wine bars and bistros but at 
Christmas time it is used as a market once again.
Mr Lawrence commented briefly on the fact that in spite of 
the development of modern buildings in London, such as 
the Gherkin, the Shard and the Cheese Grater, the City is 
keen to preserve its history.
Meetings, when they resume, are held in the Market Hall, 
Botley, on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 
7.30pm.  Do get in touch about joining us!
President: Mrs Andy Champion. Tel: 01489 783711
Secretary: Mrs Maureen Hunt Tel: 02381 785683

Wendy Bassom

http://www.curdridgedramagroup.co.uk


CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE CURDRIDGE PARISH MAGAZINE

1514

Baby Martha in the Bluebells. Photo by Steve and Georgia Wallin.

It was more than a few years ago, but I clearly remember 
nature walks being the highlight of my primary school 
years. Every Wednesday afternoon, our teacher would take 
the class to explore the wonders of an unmade track that 
ran behind our school. I learnt the names of trees and 
wildflowers and relished the excitement of finding and 
dissecting an owl pellet, marvelling at the tiny mammal 
bones we found inside. 
Time has of course moved on and so many other pastimes 
are now available to the primary generation. It can be tough 
tempting some children out of doors when you have to 
compete with the compelling appeal of computer games. 
Added to that, with recent limitations on travel, it can be a 
challenge to keep things interesting when treading the same 
patch week after week. So I thought I’d share some of the 
things we have done on our meanders and maybe you’ll 
find something new to try. 
Stop!–Look!–Listen!–Breathe! is a game where you 
consciously engage all your senses to observe nature. 
What can you SEE? Look Up! Look Down! What’s in 
those branches, what do the clouds look like today, is 
anything under that stone? Look. Really look. The patterns, 
the colour, the movement. It’s amazing how much things 
change on a daily basis. Even in winter leafless trees offer 
up new views and reveal nests hidden during the rest of the 
year. At a recent eye test, our optician voiced a general 
concern that increased screen-time as a result of 
homeschooling could trigger an increase in the incidence of 
short-sightedness amongst children. The advice was that 
children should spend at least two hours a day outside to 
ensure they are regularly using their eyes to look further 
than their elbow and to exercise their distance vision. 
Before a walk perhaps ask your young ones to think about 
the season and draw up a mental or written list of things to 
look for. Then let them practise their photography skills 
when you find the things on their list. Points and rewards 
can be employed to inject motivation if enthusiasm wanes!
365 Days Wild is a fantastic book by Lucy McRobert, filled 
with ideas for outdoor fun. It introduced me to the concept 
of ‘Wild Words’; less well-known words that describe 
nature. For example, a smeuse is a hole in a hedge or a wall 
which is perfect for creatures to venture through. I love the 
word itself and the image it conjures up of little creatures 
scurrying along their regular routes. Smeuse is now a 
regular on our ‘find list’ (they are everywhere!). Whilst on 
the subject of wild words, Landmarks by Robert 
Macfarlane is a book devoted to the language of nature, 
aimed at keeping these wonderful words alive. 
Investigating wild words can also be a great writing and 
vocabulary resource for children nearing the end of their 
primary years. How about using clinkerbells or dagglers, 
which are old Dorset and Hampshire alternatives for 
icicles? 

Another great outdoor activity involving looking is 
geocaching. It’s a good way to tempt technophiles to spend 
time outside because it’s a kind of treasure hunt using a 
smartphone. Sometimes it involves solving clues, 
sometimes it’s about interpreting directions, and for older 
children you can use it to develop an understanding of 
distances and coordinates. It can also be an exercise in 
perseverance in finding that sneakily hidden tiny container! 
There are geocaches hidden all over the place, urban and 
rural (and all over the world). You’ve probably already 
walked past hundreds without realising. It’s still a thrill 
each time we find a new one. The basic geocaching app is 
free, although full access, including a map of all caches, 
costs about £25 a year. There are quite a lot within 
reasonable walking distance around Curdridge and Durley. 
Turning to the other senses, what can you HEAR? Birds? 
Insects? Psithurism (the sound of the wind rustling through 
the trees)? In his book Every Day Nature, Andy Beer 
writes about listening to a tree with a stethoscope in spring 
when the sap is rising. Apparently you can hear the tree 
pumping like a beating heart. 
Next, what can you FEEL? Not just with your fingers 
(though who doesn’t love tactile knobbly bark and soft 
furry leaves), take off your shoes and feel the grass/sand/
mud beneath your feet (you might want to take a towel 
with you for that last one!). Or leave your shoes on and 
crunch across frosty grass on a cold morning or crisp 
leaves in the autumn. What can you feel on your face – the 
wind, the rain, apricity (the warmth of the sun on a 
winter’s day)? 
And what can you SMELL? The grass, the blossom, the 
air? Petrichor is the smell that accompanies rain after a 
long period of warm, dry weather. Why does it smell so 
good to humans? Apparently the smell is produced by the 
same bacteria that are used to create antibiotics, so we are 
naturally attracted to it. 
Finally, what can you TASTE? Sometimes breathing the 
air can invoke the sense of taste (think salty air at the 
seaside) or perhaps try some simple foraging (with care 
and sensitivity of course, and always consult a reliable 
guide before eating anything foraged).  Wild garlic leaves 
abound in damp woodland in the spring and make fantastic 
pesto and soup. Young hawthorn leaves (in days gone by 
known as “bread and cheese”) can be eaten as a salad or in 
sandwiches. Or in June, gather some elderflowers and 
make cordial (it’s surprisingly easy), and usually by August 
it’s blackberry time. Have you ever tried sucking the nectar 
from a white dead-nettle flower? It’s delicate and delicious, 
but make sure you leave some for the bees!
Once you’re back home, nature walks are great fodder for 
further activities. One of my favourites from 365 Days 
Wild is drawing a wild map of your neighbourhood and 
gradually developing it to plot the green spaces and new 

RESOURCES FOR OUTDOOR INSPIRATION
30 Days Wild resource pack www.wildlifetrusts.org

Great British Wildflower Hunt, No Mow May, Every Flower Counts www.plantlife.org.uk
Geocaching www.geocaching.com

Guidance on Foraging: www.countryfile.com/how-to/foraging
365 Days Wild by Lucy McRobert (The Wildlife Trusts) – Magnificent resource for dipping into
Every Day Nature by Andy Beer (The National Trust) – A nature fact for every day of the year

Landmarks by Robert MacFarlane
Podcast – The Stubborn Light of Things by Melissa Harrison

BBC2 Gardeners’ World (especially the viewers’ home videos of their garden projects)

A Walk on the Wild Side

things you spot each time you go out.
Spring is such a beautiful time and perfect for getting 
outdoors. There are many nature-oriented organisations 
with fantastic ideas on how to entertain and enthuse 
children about nature. A great source of inspiration is the 
Wildlife Trusts 30 Days Wild campaign which takes place 
every June. It’s all about encouraging us to do something 
wild every day for the whole month and it’s brilliantly 
geared towards children. Sign up via their website to 
digitally download (or receive through the post) a 
wallchart, activity passport and nature table template (it’s 
free, though donations are welcome). I particularly love the 
wallchart, which is a big month planner that your child (or 
you!) can turn into their own work of art, recording all their 
fabulous wild acts. The Wildlife Trusts’ website has access 

to hundreds of RAWs (Random Acts of Wildness) – ideas 
on how to make everyday life a little wilder and welcome 
nature into your own little patch, however big or small. 
Plantlife run an annual Great British Wildflower Hunt and a 
No Mow May campaign to help encourage pollinators into 
our gardens. See their website on how to take part; it’s all 
free.
We are fortunate to live in a village with access to lanes, 
paths, woodland and the river. But nature isn’t confined to 
the countryside – it’s absolutely everywhere and we are all 
part of it. Every town and city has its trees, gardens and 
parks, even pavements are teeming with life. And of course 
I’ve left the best ‘til last … churchyards are brilliant 
wildlife havens in both town and country, and are often 
achingly beautiful. Curdridge churchyard being a perfect 
example.

Sarah Baker

A Walk on the Wild Side 

continued….

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org
http://www.plantlife.org.uk
http://www.geocaching.com
http://www.countryfile.com/how-to/foraging
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Spring is such a beautiful time and perfect for getting 
outdoors. There are many nature-oriented organisations 
with fantastic ideas on how to entertain and enthuse 
children about nature. A great source of inspiration is the 
Wildlife Trusts 30 Days Wild campaign which takes place 
every June. It’s all about encouraging us to do something 
wild every day for the whole month and it’s brilliantly 
geared towards children. Sign up via their website to 
digitally download (or receive through the post) a 
wallchart, activity passport and nature table template (it’s 
free, though donations are welcome). I particularly love the 
wallchart, which is a big month planner that your child (or 
you!) can turn into their own work of art, recording all their 
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to hundreds of RAWs (Random Acts of Wildness) – ideas 
on how to make everyday life a little wilder and welcome 
nature into your own little patch, however big or small. 
Plantlife run an annual Great British Wildflower Hunt and a 
No Mow May campaign to help encourage pollinators into 
our gardens. See their website on how to take part; it’s all 
free.
We are fortunate to live in a village with access to lanes, 
paths, woodland and the river. But nature isn’t confined to 
the countryside – it’s absolutely everywhere and we are all 
part of it. Every town and city has its trees, gardens and 
parks, even pavements are teeming with life. And of course 
I’ve left the best ‘til last … churchyards are brilliant 
wildlife havens in both town and country, and are often 
achingly beautiful. Curdridge churchyard being a perfect 
example.

Sarah Baker

A Walk on the Wild Side 

continued….
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JUNE IN THE GARDEN
Summer has arrived and to herald it in June is the month 
when our roses are at their very best, delighting us with 
their colour. And if you have old English roses in your 
garden, with their fragrance too. 
To optimise the number of blooms it’s well worth 
deadheading the roses regularly. You literally can add 
hundreds of blooms across the summer by doing so. 
The best method is to snip off or break off the flower at the 
base of the bloom just above the nearest leaf. Remove any 
suckers from the base of your rose bushes. These vigorous 
growing shoots can eventually take over the plant. Cut 
them with secateurs or snap them off with your fingers as 
close to their point of origin as you can.
If you haven’t managed to plant any summer bedding 
plants yet it’s not too late to do so.  Weeds love the summer 
warmth so keep on top of your weeding. See weeding tips 
in the May magazine.
With longer hours of sunshine and warmer days it’s 
important to check your baskets and containers every day 
to avoid them drying out. However, don’t be over zealous 
with watering them. The soil should be moist but not 
soggy; the latter will lead to poor quality plants. If you sit 
your pots on a large saucer you can water them from the 

bottom. This means roots seek out the water lower in the 
pot rather than migrating upwards to find moisture, which 
means they are at risk of sun damage. Apply a liquid 
fertiliser once a week to get the very best from your plants.
Tulip bulbs can be lifted in June freeing up space for your 
bedding plants. Remember to label up with tulip variety or 
colour as you store.
Gardening involves much thinking ahead. If you would 
like more fragrant wallflowers, sweet Williams and 
Canterbury bells for next spring, sow seed now. These 
plants are biennial so will make lots of leaf this year and 
will flower next year. It’s not too late to sow seed for 
annual flowers for this year either but get that done as early 
as you can in the month.
In your vegetable plot you can continue to sow beetroot, 
lettuce, and radish. June is the optimum month for sowing 
french, runner and broad beans. You can also sow outdoor 
cucumbers directly into prepared outdoor beds.
After your gardening jobs are done I hope you will be able 
to make the most of the long June hours of daylight and to 
sit and enjoy your gardens in the evenings this month. Now 
we can enjoy the company of groups of friends outside I 
wish you happy evenings relaxing in your gardens 
together. Undoubtedly this will be a sweet experience after 
such a long period where we have been so limited in being 
able to share our gardens with our families and friends.

Kathleen Watson

Use these clues to find the three “words” that, when 
combined, form the name of a flower.

Six-eighths of a discoverer, a preposition, and a vowel.
Answer on page 21
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able to share our gardens with our families and friends.

Kathleen Watson

Use these clues to find the three “words” that, when 
combined, form the name of a flower.

Six-eighths of a discoverer, a preposition, and a vowel.
Answer on page 21
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The Parochial Church Council (PCC) have known for some 
time that the church roof needs repairing. Because the 
building is listed and of architectural heritage special 
permissions have to be obtained. We shall have to adhere to 
strict rules for repairing. 
Recently our architect brought forward his report, which 
runs to over 30 pages, giving us not only the messages 
about what is required but also the materials and methods 
which must be employed. Fortunately there are local 
specialists in these matters who understand how to work to 
these specifications. 
Currently the PCC is gathering all the information needed 

Church Roof Repairs
to progress these matters and acquire the permissions 
needed for the work. Readers will already have guessed 
that this is likely to be an expensive project. 
The work is likely to include a temporary reconditioning of 
the glass fibre covering over the tower which is beginning 
to crack. There is also some rising damp as well as the 
dampness caused by water ingress from the valley area 
between the main roof and the vestry roof. (See pictures).
Hopefully we can count on your support. We’ll keep you in 
touch with developments.

David Picton-Jones

You may already know that our local Food Bank has 
relocated to Wickham Community Centre. St. Peters 
continues to collect food and other vital items for a weekly 
delivery trip. Sadly the need for families, especially 
children, to benefit from these generous donations 
continues. The PCC is determined to continue to support 
the charity because we have a mission to do our best to 
help those in need. We do this in the spirit of generosity 
and care knowing many of us have so much more than 
others who do not have sufficient, despite being our 
neighbours in this very wealthy part of the world.

Please continue to support our food bank collections by 
placing items in the boxes in the church porch. Thank you.

Everyday Voices: Jean Emery Part One

“There was ten of us: there was Geoffrey, Brenda, Stanley, 
Dennis, Eileen, I comes next, then Pat, Basil, Claire and 
Albert. We were all at home.
Bruce: They didn’t go (to war). Not unless they 
volunteered, like my brother, but they didn’t have to go.
You had to work hard to get everything ready for the lorries 
to, like, take to market. My father used to say to me, ‘Get 
out in the strawberry field,’ because we were also serving 
the NAAFI, different camps all over the place, you see. I 
used to come home from school and go strawberry picking, 
picking up potatoes, or radish pulling. There always was a 
job and I loved it! I never once said to my father (more 
than I dared do, actually), ‘I don’t want to do it’. 

We had a tunnel under the house. What my Dad did was to 
put straw all down the side and we used to sleep on that 
straw and he got trees cut to support the house in case it 
rocked or anything, so we were safe. So that was our 
shelter. It had an opening each end so if that end got 
bombed, we could go out the other end.
One night I went to the front door where my Dad was 
standing. ‘Go back, go back!’ I wished I could have stayed 
a bit longer because I could see Portsmouth all on fire.

We’d had a bad night in September and I thought, ‘Ooh, I 

must get up early to the chestnuts on the ground before the 
other kids get up there,’ and the siren went. ‘Gosh’, I 
thought, ‘that’s a bit close to all that dog-fighting’. So I ran 
to the farm and where all those big trees were, we had 
hundreds of tons of swedes under them, to go through the 
winter for selling to all the camps. We never had enough 
buildings for all of them. So I ran over to the trees and 
where the swedes were. 
My father called, ‘Come on here, Jean.’
So we waited in the dairy and we heard this terrific bang, 
and what it was, was a German unloading his plane. And 
the first bomb went into Hill Farm at Curdridge, but it 
didn’t do no damage as it went into the field. The second 
bomb went into the Major’s place, Summerlands. Lucky 
there were no more so we didn’t get one on our place.    

We had Mr Bill, he was the Special (policeman); then we 
had evacuees, cos we had four storeys. We had Mrs Tosh-
Robb up the top, she was the magistrate at Southampton. 
Mrs Tosh-Robb was ever such a Church person. She used 
to go to Church every Sunday with all her jewellery. Ooh, 
she was rich, she was really rich. Then Mrs Thompson, 
they were in the tobacco business in Woolston, that were 
the Thompsons. Then there was the Bakers, they lived up at 

Portswood in Southampton. We kept in 
touch with all of them after they left us. 
We had a family from Upper Bassett, 
they were lovely people. Only a husband 
and wife, but they were so frightened, 
living in Southampton. They lived in the 
harness room, and they made a beautiful 
lounge of it, I always remember. That’s 
what they wanted, you know, to get out 
of the town. We had several up that done 
that. 
We used to go to (Curdridge) school, out 
through onto the Botley/Bishop’s 
Waltham road, turn left down into the 
school, I can remember them taking 
down the signpost. 
So I said, ‘Why are you taking that 
signpost down?’ I was nosey old me. 
Well of course they took it down 
because of the Germans coming down 
and finding their way about. So, anyway, 
on the end of that road there was a 

Recollections of Curdridge in the Second World War by the late Jean Emery, recorded by oral historians at Bishop’s 
Waltham Museum in 2014. Jean was a pupil at Curdridge Primary School. Her family, the Gamblins, ran a large-scale 

market garden from Furzecote Farm. In this first part, she remembers air raids, evacuees and the threat of invasion. 

Italian prisoners of war at Nations Farm, Curdridge. Photo courtesy of Bruce Emery.
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Our group of experienced local historians is keen that people in nearby Hamble/Meon 
villages have an opportunity to record their memories. Anyone who still remembers 
the Second World War is a priority. We can assist in your locality, whether you need 
encouragement, advice, partnership or interviewers to make the recording with your 
contact. 
Anyone who is interested in joining our new group, or might consider starting up 
within their own area would be very welcome to make contact. We are also looking for 
transcribers and editors, who are a vital part of the research process.
We will be running a basic training 
course for interviewers on Monday June 
7th from 10.00-4.00. It is free, at 
Bishop's Waltham, in person not 
virtual(!) but numbers are limited. 

For more information contact
Trish Simpson-Davis

trish.simpson-davis@outlook.com 

01489 893261 

Memories from 1980s Mums (above), and below, the digger driver who 
demolished Bishop’s Waltham Railway Station (courtesy Bill Tier)

Everyday Voices: Jean Emery
continued…

dispatch rider. He was always there, stayed for hours on 
end, checking people going through. He knew all the kids. 
And we used to stop and chat to him like you do.

We could go round Botley Station, along the main road and 
up Outlands Lane to get home, so we used to do that 
sometimes. I can remember at the bottom of Fairthorne 
Manor in that main gate, the Canadians were on duty 
standing there, so they must have been living there at the 
time. And then you’d go up Outlands Lane and at the top 
were the Polish; the big house which was Admiral Elliott’s, 
they took over. They must have been training there (Bruce: 
… to be Spitfire pilots). Because apparently, where we lost 
so many pilots, they trained up the Polish. 

Bruce: There was a lot of training at Hamble. 
Did you ever go hungry?

No, we didn’t. We were never allowed to tell the children 
what we’d had for lunch! We used to have Walt Baker from 
Wickham to do the killing of the chickens and everything, 
so we always had plenty of food. 
In Southampton, my Dad used to serve the vegetable shops 
and some of them had a grocery shop. And my Dad used to 
say to my Mum, ‘I want my groceries from where I serve. 

They’re good enough to 
have my vegetables so 
w e ’ l l h a v e t h e i r 
groceries. I’ll always 
remember, from Mr 
Newbone we had these 
little boxes with all our 
allowance of chocolate 
in, Mars Bars and all that 
sort of thing. 
We had that Doodlebug 
just up the road, but that 
killed the pigs, it didn’t 
do no damage killing 
people. It landed up at 
Nations Farm. We were 
in the window watching when the engine went off, so us 
kids, we ran to the explosion. And this thing was all in the 
side of the hedge, smashed up like, and dead pigs all over 
the road. They were Bill Pink’s. Anyone who went down 
there had tons of meat during the War. 

Part Two will be in the next issue…

Trish Simpson-Davis
© Bishop’s Waltham Museum Trust 2014. This is a highly edited 
version of the original recording and transcript, which are available by 
contacting the Museum or trish.simpson-davis@outlook.com.

Jean in 2014

Answer to word puzzle on page 16: Columbine

When you 
contact an 
advertiser, 

please 
mention that 
you saw it in 
the Curdridge 

Parish 
Magazine.

BBQ in the Park – Saturday 11th September
Sadly due to Covid restrictions we have decided not to 
hold the annual village fete but we are pleased to announce 
we will be holding a BBQ in the Park on Saturday 11th 
September.  We are working on what we can and can’t do 
so please watch this space for an update or check out our 
website or social media.  
The plan so far is to serve our usual burgers and sausages, 
we’ve asked one of the local pubs to run a bar and we’ll 
play you some music.  We’re also looking at what is 
possible as far as children’s entertainment is concerned but 
this will depend on the restrictions at the time.

Meon Valley LIONS CLUB

If you, or someone you know, needs help 
please get in touch.
Call 07443 753780 

or go to www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk

If you, or someone you know, needs help 
please get in touch.
Call 07443 753780 

or go to www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk

Helping those who help others..
When we heard about a volunteer for a local charity, 
having a difficult time themselves: post covid infections 
and lost jobs due to lockdown, we were only too happy to 
help. The replacement of a kitchen appliance will hopefully 
help this family get back on their feet.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Swanmore Fete 2021 – Sadly, due to Covid 

regulations we have decided to cancel this year’s fete. 
BBQ in the Park – Saturday 11th September 2021

mailto:trish.simpson-davis@outlook.com
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